d]ere]lanrtamed assistant secretary 

WASHINGTON (A guncb) — Tie office of the press iccretn y at the 
White House las announced the oominitioa of Edward P.Dierenan to be 


assbtm secretary of state for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs. He 
would meed John Hubert Kelly. Since 1988, Mr. Djerejian has served 
as Ambassador to Syria. Prior to tins, be served as deputy uiattn t 


a special assistant to the president and deputy press secreany for 
aCErin, 1985-1988; and aa the deputy chief of: morion at die American 
emtasiy m Amman 1981-1984. Ed ackfition, he served at the American 
embmsy in. Moscow as chief of external affaire in the political section and 
then as acting poetical conoseflor, 1979-1981. Mr. Djerepan was 
g radua te d from. Georgetown University (1960). He was born Much 6, 
1939, bt-New York. He served in die U.S. Army, 1960-1962. He is 
mar rie d , has two cfafldreu and resides in Betfaesda, Maryland. 


An independent Arab political daily published by the Jojoan Press Foundation 

UdjYI Uatoll IwiuijU jt a » : r Za pAyu t julj jbjys 



OF LIGHTS OUVUEUL£ 
Jubelha — The Royal Scientific Society Street, 
Telephone 846273/843273 


Votame 16 Number 4801 


SATURDAY, 



ALAWAL 5, 1412 


Price: Jordan 108 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 



King returns home 

AMMAN (J.T\) — His Majesty. King Hussein returned to Amman 
from Europe Thursday after talks with several European leaders cm 
the Middle Bart peace process and addressing the European 
Parliament on die situation in tbe region in general and die stand of 
Jordan in particular. ' 

The main theme for tbe King's discussions and address was 
means to advance tbe peace pro ces s and ensure that a Middle East 
peace conference scheduled for October take, place. 

In fads address to the Europaztiamentarians and comments to tbe 
press in Strasbourg following tbe speech, tbe King said that a 
breakthrough was at hand for peace in tbe Middle East but also 
warned of <fire conseque n ces tf Arab hopes far peace were dashed. 

Tbe King reiterated tbe warning in arrival comments to tbe pre ss 

IQ Amman 

“If firings remain as they are now, I believe the area is drifting 
towards danger,’ be said. “There is a great deal of frustration and 
anger and I believe that if this chance is not taken, tbe loss of hope 
could bring with It rapid deterioration and ex tr e mism ." 
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Soviets, U.S . to stop arms 
supplies to Afghan parties 


MOSCOW (Agencies) .— The 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion announced Friday they have 
agreed to halt all arms s hi p m e n t s 
to waning factions in Afghanis- 
tan as of Jan. 1, 1992. 

The a g r e e men t was announced 
at. a jamt news co nf e ren ce by 
U-S. Secretary' of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Boris Pankm. 

“Discontinuation of Soviet and 
U.S. arms supplies to the conflict- 
ing Afghan sides is one of the 
crucial dements of this agree- 
ment,” Mr. Pankm said. 

Tbe joint statement said tbe. 
United States and tbe Soviet Un- 
ion “call for and pledge to sup- 
port a democratic and free elec- 
toral process” in Afghanistan. 

Tbe two nations requested tbe 
United Nations and other “con- 
cerned governments, including 
those of Islamic countries, to 
went with tbe Afghans to con- 
vene a credible and impartial 
t rans i tion mechanism." 

Tbe statement said tbe elector- 
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Shamir ignores Bush’s threat, 
insists on loan guarantees 

Israel has ‘friends’ in U.S. Congress, Israeli 
premier says in indirect challenge to White House 




a! process should lead to estab- 
lishment “of a new gov e r n ment" 
that will have the broad support 
of tbe Afghan people. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union urged other coun- 
tries to join in a cutting off of 
weapons deliveries to the warring 
factions and agreed to work to- 
wards withdrawal of major 
weapons systems from that coun- 
ty. 

Tbe statement did not mention 
flic status of Afghan President 
NajibuQah, who has had Soviet 
backing in his effort to defeat 
U-S.-hacked rebels. 

: When asked about President 
Najibufiah, Mr. Pankin said his 
fate woukl be decided in the 
elections.. - 

The United States and Saadi 
Arabia have been principal sup- 
pliers of arms to the rebels. 

Two major Afghan guerrilla 
groups who have fought to over- 
til row tiie Kabul government 
since 1979 quickly welcomed tbe 
agreement. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir ignored 
President George Bush's threat 
to veto $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees for Israel Friday, setting tbe 
stage for a bruising U.S. -Israeli 
confrontation. 

“At this moment the struggle is 
internal, between (U.S.) con- 
gressmen who support and who 
express understanding of the 
needs of Israel and the adminis- 
tration,” Mr. S hamir told an air- 
port news c on ference minutes af- 
ter returning from France. 

“We don’t see any reason to 
change our position,” he said. 

Mr. "Shamir also called for Mr. 
Bush to explain why he wants to 
delay the loan guarantee pack- 
age. 

Mr. Bush Thursday announced 
he wfll use his veto power to 
postpone for four months the 
guarantees Israel is seeking. The 
president said the delay was 
necessary to help along efforts to 


Israelis kill 
Palestinian 
in W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli soldiers shot dead a 
Palestinian who was t hr ow in g 
stones at an army patrol in the 
occupied West Bank Friday, 
Palestinians said. 

Ala A1 Ratrut, 18, was shot in 
the heart in a dash b et ween 
soldiers and Palestinians in the 
city Nablus. He was taken to a 
local hospital where he was pro- 
nounced dead. 

An army spokesman said the 
incident was being investigated. 

The sources said Palestinians 
managed to take tbe body from 
the hospital despite sokfiers who 
were guarding the area. 

Palestinians have used mostly 
stones and petrol bombs in their 
45-month okf uprising against 
Israefi rule in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

In tint time, Israeli sokfiers 
and dvifians have killed some 826 
Palestinians. 


get an Arab-Isracli peace confer- 
ence going. 

Mr. Shamir told the airport 
news conference that “we do not 
understand at all tbe request for 
the delay, and we have not heard 
yet tbe r e a sons for this delay.” 

He repeated that Israel would 
not accept “linkage” b e t wee n the 
loan guarantee package and the 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

“Israel does not accept any 
linkage, as it is called, between 
the issue of the loan guarantees, 
which are a great humanitarian 
issue, and between political 
issues, including the peace con- 
ference,” be said. 

Mr. S hamir said Israel re- 
married committed to regional 
peace talks but that Mr. Bush's 
delay of the loan guarantees 
could embolden Arab states and 
“create unexpected difficulties in 
tire negotiations.” 

Tbe U.S. guarantees will allow 


Israel to borrowing money at 
favourable rates on the interna- 
tional market. Israel needs the 
funds to build bouses and create 
jobs for thousands of Soviet Jews 
moving to Israel since the Soviet 
Union relaxed exit . policies in 
1989. 

More than 300,000 have ar- 
rived, and the g ov ernm ent pre- 
dicts there oould be one million 
by 1995._ 

His comments at the airport 
were relatively low-key compared 
with remarks be reportedly made 
at a closed meeting with suppor- 
ters of his Likud bloc in Paris. 

Israel radio quoted him as 
saying “Israel wfll not agree to 
choosing between faithfulness to 
its essential interests and the 
money.” 

According to the Hebrew daffy 
Maariv, three right-wing parties 
in Mr. Shamir’s gove r n i ng coali- 
tion have called on Mr. Shamir to 
cease talks about a peace confer- 


SLA fire kills UNEFTL soldier, 
guerrilla after abortive sea raid 


TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — A new- 
ly arrived U-N. soldier and a 
Palestinian were killed Friday 
when a group of seaborne ^guerril- 
las s eiz e d U-N. peacekeepers as 
hostages after fleeing to South 
Lebanon chased by an Israefi 
gunboat. 

Timor Goksel, spokesman for 
the United Natio ns Int erim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIF1L), raid tbe 
Palestinians seized 14' U.N. 
peace k eepers who then wound up 
in die middle of a battle betwe en 
the guerrillas and a joint force of 
Israelis and allied Lebanese nnb- 
tiamen. 

One of the sokfiers was killed 
and five were wounded in the 
exchange, Mr. Goksel said. 

He said tbe fatality was a Swed- 
ish sergeant and tbe wounded 
were two French and three Swed- 
ish sokfiers. He refused to dis- 
close their names until their fami- 
lies were notified. 

The Swedes, including the 


dead man,- were newcomers. 
They only arrived in Lebanon 
Thursday as part of a routine 
rotation, Mr. Goksel told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Goksel said a Palestinian 
guerrilla was lolled in the con- 
frontation, another was wounded 
and held by tbe Israeli army and a 
third was held by tbe Israel's 
proxy South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) mflitia. . 

Three other guerrillas, Mr. 
Goksel said, “tu rned their 
weapons to UN1F1L and surren- 
dered without any resistance.” 

The guerrillas identified them- 
selves as members of Fateh, the 
largest Palestinian guerrilla 
group. 

A Fateh spokesman denied in- 
volvement. “Anyone can claim 
that he belongs to Fateh,” said 
Zcid Wehbeh, Fateh’s repre- 
sentative in South Lebanon. 

In Tunis, tbe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) said its 


members had nothing to do with 
the* rfarfi- 

“Neitber the FLO nor its fac- 
tions have any relation with the 

r ip,” of commandos involved 
the incident, said a FLO 
spokesman. 

“Oar weapons have been 
handed over to tbe Lebanese 
governm ent,” he added, refer- 
ring to Beirut’s drive to regain 
control over all of Lebanon and 
end 15 years of aril war. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political 
adviser to FLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, told Reuters that tbe 
Palestinian leadership “strongly 
condemns the shooting against 
the U.N. forces.” 

He accused the Israeli army 
and SLA erf deliberately madrine- 
gunning from helicopters the 
Swetfish and French peacekeep- 
ers. 

“We offer our condolences to 
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U.N. chief optimistic over Lebanon hostages 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
CaeQar said Friday be hopes to make 
more headway sooo in fit efforts to 
end the Middle East hostage crisis. 

Pressed fear comment on reports 
that the release of a Western hostage 
in Lebanon .could be i mmin e n t, he 
said he continued to hope be could 
have “some positive results in the 
next days or weeks.” 

Asked whether this meant Western 
hostages might be freed in the next 

by saying hTdm^ot sJbTaiy 
difference between hostages b ec au se 
Us mandate is humanitarian, not poli- 
ticaL 

1 in as well inte r este d in the 
L eba nes e , in tbe Israeli s, and of 
come in the Iranians who are mas- 
sing,” be said. “Bat I cannot be too 
s p ec ifi c became 1 don’t Bee to raise 
expectations. It is a very sad problem 
and I don't want to give the n npres s - 


(oo to famtBes that their relatives win 
appear &Q of a s udd e n .” 

“But I am hopeful that I could do 
something in tbe next few days or few 
weeks,” he reiterated. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar talked briefly 
to reporters before boarding a special 
ffigfo that took him on an official visit 
to Saudi Arabia. EBs mention of 
mining Iranians referred to four Ira- 
nian d i p l omats who di s ap p e a r ed in 
1982 and are believed dead. 

Iranian Foreign Mooter Ah Akbar 
Vdayati, who saw Mr. Pere z de 
■Cuellar off at the airport, was also 
asked about pro s pects for timber 
release in near f utur e. He said he 
could not make any predations be- 
cause “tins is not in our hands.” _ 

But b e und be was gratefu l for the 
U-N. hnnwinitanan efforts on this 
issue and that Iran hoped “that all 
hostages regardless of their nationali- 
ties... could be r el e as ed as sooo as 
possible.” 


A leading Leban ese Mtzsfim ftm- 
damentafist said Friday Israel's con- 
tinued detention of a kidnapped cleric 
oould delay the release of Western 
hostages m Leban on . 

Hus sein Musawi, a mem ber of the 
ruling council of Ffizboflah (Party of 
God), said tbe United States had 
promised that Sheikh Abdul Kirim 
Obeid, snatched from his Sooth 
Lebanon home by Israeli agents in 
1969, would be among 51 Lebanese 
freed oo Wednesday. He was not. 

U.N. mediators are orchestrating a 
series of reciprocal release to free op 
to 10 Western hostages held by 
Lebanese fundamentalists and come* 
325 Arabs still held by Israel. Israel 
wants the swap to free or account for 
gCTCfl ra pp in g se rv i c em en. 

A security source said Shiite groups 
jpdndmg HcgboDab were expected to 
return to the brad-backed South 
Leban o n Army (SLA) militia tbe 
bodies of three men killed in 1987 


Mr. Musawi, a former srhoohnas- 
ter, told Reuters by telephone from 
his home in east Lebanon: “It is 
possible that an Ame ri ca n or a Briton 
wfll be freed is a week or more.” 
He said Western hostages could be 
released if there were no obstacles 
and “no lack of implementatio n from 
the Israel i side Gke tbe r elea se- of 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid whkb did 
not take place in tine with tbe prom- 
ises given by America.” 

He did not ay to whom die U.S. 
p ro mise was conveyed. ' 

Israel's failure to r eleas e ShcilA 
Obeid, its most prominent Lebanese 
prisoner, “could be an obstacle that 
conkl delay the release of some hos- 
tages,” Mr. Musawi said. - - 


Musawi predicts hostage release, 
W* * 



Abed Rabbo sets up breakaway DFLP 




rag op- | 
raed to ] 




By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A long-running feud, 
in the Democratic Front fra- tbe 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
has kd to a formal split within the 
group, with Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
leader of the breakaway faction, 
announcing that he Was reoouno- 
; ing Marxism-Leninism which 
graded DFLP ideology since its 
founding by Nayef Hawatmeh in 
1969. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, an executive 


the dectsiop to set up a new group 
independent of Mr. Ha wa tmeh 
but which would keep tbe same 
name. 


Tunis-based Abed Rabbo said that 
b» DFLP group was now indepen- 
dent of Mr. Hawatmeh’s group, 
“especially after tbe Damascus meet- 
ing last July.” There were final 
attempts to reconcile the two leaden 
m j Imt tfac 

had failed. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said .that the 
four-day DFLP co nfe rence, which 
ended in Amman law Wednesday, 
bad elected a new leadership for tbe 
po&ical bureau — half of winch are 
from tbe Israeli-occupied territories 
and the other half from the diaspora. 
They also adopted a new pofitacal' 
programme. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo’s breakaway 
from Mr. Hawatmeh’s Damascus- 
based organisation a expect e d to 
pore a problem ctoing the next Palest 
tine National Council (PNC) session 
in Algiers later tins mouth. The 
DFLP has a quota of 12 seats m 
Palestinian parliament-in -exile . 
Analyst say one of the groups would 
now have to change its name because 


the PLO leadenhip would not accept 
two separate parties with the same 
name. 

The d i ffere nces between the two 
DFLP leaden has been boding for 
yean, acoonfoig to sources dose to 
the organisation. They began to show 
in 1987 when Mr. Abed Rabbo and 
others from the front moved to the 
PLO headquarters in Toms. In Au- 
gust 1988, the two rivals clashed over 
s trat e gy to war ds the Palestinian in- 
tifada which lad started right months 
earlier. 

In Mach this year the conflict 
between Mr. Abed Rabbo and Mr. 
Hawatmeh .was fought in the open 
when the latter sent an official re- 
quest on behalf of tbe DFLP central 
committee to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat designating Tsyseer Khakd as 
observer m the PLO Executive Cotn- 
n ri tte e regardless of Mir. Abed Rab- 
bo’s m em be r ship in tbe 14-man 
panel. Tbe no mnwiio n was a ccepted 
by PNC Speaker Abdul Hamid 
Scyeh. Bat Sheikh Sayeb r ej ected tbe 


request to replace Mr. Abed Rabbo 
in tbe Executive Committee without 
approval or denial from tbe PNC in 
an official session. . 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, however, said 
that many of Ins dif fe re nces with Mr. 
Hawatmeh were dne to ideological 
reasons. Sources dose to tiie two said 
that tbe two personalities have 
dashed fra many years. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, who was a mem- 
ber of George Habash's Popular 
Fron t for tbe liberation of Palestine 
(PFLPL broke away in 1969 and 
formed tbe DFLP. One of the reasons 
for Mr. Hawatmeh’k breakaway then 
was because he thought that the 
PFLP was more Arab nationalist than 
Marxist. Mr. Hawatmeh formed his 
party based on Maizvt/Leniiim 
ideology. 

“We have renounced die comjxo- 
henave ideology (Mactist/Lemirot) 
and centralised demooncy, and we. 
consider tfmnKm wy and po liti c al and 

(Centfasaed on page 5) 


Ensour hails outcome 
of Arab League meeting 


ence until the United States 
approves the 'guarantees Israel 
wants for the immigrants. 

Asked at a Franco- Israeli 
breakfast rally in Paris, whether 
be felt Mr. Bush was being in- 
transigent or abandoning Israel, 
Mr. S hamir said: “It’s not up to 
me to define each of the persona- 
lities active in today’s politics. We 
have our friends... in the United 
States. I don’t think I need say 
more.” 

Pressed for a direct response to 
Mr. Bash’s veto threat, issued to 
counter the major pro-Israeli lob- 
bying effort in Congress, Mr. 
Shamir said: “1 cannot do that 
now." 

He said Israel needed the 
money immediately to help 
absorb Soviet Jews who have 
immigrated in die last year. 

“But it is not our money so we 
will have to negotiate to get it as 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensour Friday 
affirmed the importance of die 
Arab League Coundl’s decision 
in support of tbe U.S.-led Middle 
East peace initiative and stressed 
the need for coordination among 
Arab states bordering Israel — 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan 
and Palestine. 

Dr. Ensour, who returned 
home Friday after taking part in 
tbe Arab League Council meet- 
ing; in Cairo described his con- 
tacts with Egyptian officials as 
good. 

‘‘There is nothing that stands in 
tbe way of overcoming differ- 
ences between Jordan and 
Egypt,” Dr. Ensour told die Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

In resolutions adopted Thurs- 
day, the Arab League Council 
welcomed the convening of a 
peace conference on the Middle 
East and called on the five Arab 
countries directly involved in the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestine problem to coordinate 
their positions ahead of the prop- 
osed conference. 

In a final communique issued 


at the end of tbe countiTs 96th 
session, the foreign ministers 
attending the meeting stressed 
the need for a just and durable 
settlement of the Palestine prob- 
lem based on international legi- 
timacy. They also stressed that 
the Palestine question is the core 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
that no just and comprehensive 
peace in tbe region can be estab- 
lished without a total Israeli with- 
drawal from all tbe occupied 
Arab territories. 

The communique stressed the 
inalienable rights of the Palestine 
people, including the right to 
repatriation, self-determination 
and the establishment of an inde- 
pendent state on its national soil 
with Jerusalem as its capital. The 
council reaffirmed that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is the sole and legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people. 

On the Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine, the council de- 
cided to intensify its contacts with 
the parties concerned, including 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker: More work before 
setting peace parley date 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union and the United 
States failed Friday to fix a date 
for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence, bat U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker said they still aimed 
to hold the meeting in October. 

Mr. Baker insisted that despite 
the fact no date was set dot 
invitations issued, “there is no 
disagreement whatsoever,” be- 
tween Washington and Moscow. 

“We have not concluded that 
there has to be a delay either. We 
are still anxious to see sufficient 
pro g re ss that the October timef- 
rame that President (George) 
Bush and President (Mikhail) 
Gorbachev mentioned can be 
met,” he told a joint news confer- 
ence after a nearly two-hour 
meeting with new Soviet Foreign 
Minister Boris Pankin. 

Both men said the lade of 
action did not suggest disagree- 
ment. 

But tire announcement added 
to the sense that momentum to- 
wards tbe con fe rence, designed 
to launch direct negotiations be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis, had 
seriously slowed. 

Mr. Baker said. “We have not 
agreed on dates. We have agreed 
that we wOl continue to closely 
cooperate. The two countries to 
jointly sponsor if posable such a 
conference and we have discussed 
the issue of invitations. 

“We have not agreed as yet as 
to the exact wording of the invita- 
tions or with respect to the fact of 
sending the invitations. 

“We star need to do a fair 
amount of work in the region 
with respect to foe parties that 
might attend such a conference.” 

Mr. Baker’s efforts have been 
complicated by a brewing row 
with Israel over tbe Jewish state’s 
request for $10 biDion in bousing 


loan guarantees to settle Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

Before Friday’s meeting, a 
senior U.S. official said Mr. Bak- 
er intended to discuss with Mr. 
Pankin the matter of invitations 
to the conference. 

Mr. Baker has made six peace 
missions to the Middle East to 
secure commitments to attend a 
conference from Syria, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Israel. 
Israel demands that Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) be barred from 
fhp talks. 

He is due back in tbe region 
next week to t ac k le tbe main 
remaining obstacle — the issue of 
Palestinian representation. 

Israel is pushing Washington to 
enact the $10 bflKon in housing 
loan guarantees now but Mr. 
Bush has asked for a delay of four 
months so that the debate does 
not sidetrack the peace confer- 
ence negotiations. 

The Bush administration has 
often urged Israel to halt the 
settlement of immigrants in the 
Israeli-occupied West Rant and 
Gaza Strip, calling it an obstacle 
to peace. 

Jewish leaders believe there 
are enough votes on their side in 
tbe U.S. congress to approve tbe 
loan guarantee request hot Mr. 
Bush promised Thursday to use 
his veto power to block it. ■ ' 

Mr. Baker, who in recent days 
has sidestepped public discussion 
of the topic, said on Friday: 
“We’re not trying to hide from 
tbe issue at ail.” 

But he added: “In tbe interest 
of producing a viable peace pro- 
cess ... I do not think it is 
productive to conduct these nego- 

(C ontinued on page 5) 


Arab coordination meeting 
deferred until after PNC 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Syria’s position that 
a coordinated Arab strategy in 
peace talks with Israel could be 
reach ed only after the issue of 
Palestinian representation has 
been settled and Israel 
announced Hs acceptance of a 
Middle East peace conference 
attended by representatives 
acceptable to the Palestinians has 
forced a postponement of a coor- 
dination meeting of die main 
Arab parties involved in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The proposed meeting of rep- 
resentatives of Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt and die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation' 
(PLO) is now scheduled to take 
place after a session of die Pales-’ 
tine National Council (PNC) la- 
ter tins month. 

“Within die next two weeks, 
we may witness an Arab coor- 
dination meeting to agree mi a 
united Arab position,” Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, a member of tbe 
PLO Elective Committee, told 
journalists in Amman Thursday. 


Jordan and the PLO are the 
main force behind the idea to 
ensure that a coordinated Arab 
position is reached prior to the 
peace conference scheduled to be 
held in October. 

“We suggested that the meet- 
ing be on the level of head of 
states,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said, 
adding that the PLO remained 
hopeful that chief diplomats f ro m 
the five parties concerned wOl 
attend the gathering. 

The Palestinian side is obvious- 
ly hoping to secure an Arab 

assurance dial no individual Arab 

party wfll reach a separate agree- 
ment with Israel at the confer-, 
ence without the Palestinians and 
Israel reaching a solution to the 
Palestinian problem. 

According to Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo, the PLO believes that all the 
Arab parties agree to die Palesti- 
nian position and support the 
PLO’s demand for guarantees 
from the U.S. that the objective 
of the peace conference will be 
imj^ementatiou of United Na- 
tions resolutions leading to 
















Wo Cyprus peace conference in Sejrt embw 

NICOSIA (R) — The U.N. special envoy to Cyprus arid Fri day 
there would-be no peace conference m September .to rente the 
ifivided island. “I think it is quite true that we aie hot gaing to 
have a meeting in the short ran on Cyprus,* Oscar Cannon said. 
Asked by reporters if there would be a peace meeting in 
September, be replied: “Ceitwaly not. In the current stfuation ii 
would not be wise to call a meeting because the result jrf the 
meeting m these circumstances would hot be the be*.? U.S. 
Presklent George Bush, who has staked a personal m a 

speedy solution, proposed a conference tins m onth, afr. Ca minon 
-«nade the remarks before meeting President Gcorec Vattilkm at 
m*s end of week of separate contacts with Greek-and Tttrirish- 
Cypriot leaders. Cyprus has been divided since 1974 when 
Turkish troops invaded its northern third after a shcnl-fived coop 
in Nicosia e ngine e red by the" military junta then ruling Greece. 
Reunification talks between Mr. Vastiliou and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Dcnktasfa, who heads the breakaway Turkish 
republic of northern Cypres, broke down la* year.. U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, making a last push to 
strive the problem before he retires at the end of the year, last 
week urged all sides to redouble their peace efforts. Greek Prime 
M ini st er Constantine Mitsotakis and bis Turkish c o unt e rpart, 
Mesut YDmaz, failed in Paris this week to reach agreement Of the 
convening of a United Nations peace conference on Cyprus. 

Sudan to help Iraq secure food needs 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s leader General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir has said his country will 'help Iraq secure its food and 
methane needs, Khartoum Radio said Friday. Gen. Bashirsaid 
the pledge during a meeting with visiting Iraqi Finance Minister 
Majeed Abed Jaafar. Mr. Ja&fer arrived in Khartoum Tuesday for 
Calks with Sudanese officials on economic cooperation. Baghdad 
has complained that.United Nations sanctions, imposed following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, are causing hardship. Sudan has said it 
will work for the lifting of the sanctions. 

Kuwait denies team going to Iraq 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait denied. Friday it was sending a 
delegation to Baghdad to help retrieve treasures taken during 
Iraq's occupation of the emirate. “It is not true. Node legation has 
been formed,” said Information Minister Badr Jassim AJ Yacoub. 
Officials said U.N.-sponsored talks were underway on dm return 
of the treasures taken from Kuwait national museum. The 
artefacts are one of the most important collections of Islamic 
heritage in the workL The Iraqi museum authorities said 
Thursday a 13-member Kuwaiti team was expected in the Iraqi 
capital early Saturday to join 13 Iraqi officials and a U.N. team. 
Ra ghrfari is obliged under U.N. Security Council resolutions to 
return all property taken from Kuwait following Iraq’s invasion of 
Aug. 2 1990. Iraq has already returned 40 tonnes of gold to the 
central bank and is returning books. 

No more cars for families of Iraqi martyrs 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, hit by U.N. trade embargo, has 
abandoned a tradition of offering new cars to families of soldiers 
lolled in action. Instead President Saddam Hussein is offering 
cash, the army newspaper A1 Qadhsiyah said Friday. Ten million 
dinars (S31 million at the official exchange rate) had been set 
aside for payments during 1991. The money would go to the 
families erf those killed during the Gulf war in January and 
February- and subsequent Kurdish and Shiite rebellions. The 
newspaper gave no figure for the amount each family would 
receive but officials estimated it would be between 5,000 and 
6,000 dinars (less than $1,000 at the widely-used black market 
rate). Iraq . which lost hundreds o£ thousands of men during the 
T980^war with Iran, is suffering rampant inflation following the 
'Gulf war,, Families of those killed during the war with Iran 
received cars. Iraq makes no vehicle^ of its own and has not been 
able to import cars since a U.N. Trade embargo 'was slapped on 
the country after its invasion of Kuwait more than a year ago. 

Hostage’s wife leaves for Beirut 

LONDON (AP) — Sunaie Mann left for her home in Beirut 
Friday, hopeful that her husband will soon be free after more than 
two years as a hostage in Lebanon. “I feel very excited. I really 
think something is going to happen this time," Mrs. Mann told 
reporters at Heathrow airport. A day earlier, the Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation had released a photograph of her 77-year-old 
husband. Jack. It was die first confirmation that the former royal 
air force pilot was still alive. Mrs. Mann had been deeply 
disappointed when her husband Was not released last month. 
In&ead, it was British journalist John McCarthy who was freed on 
Aug. 8. “Of course I was extremely happy for John but rather 
desolate for Jackie,’’ she said. “So now things are really moving 
and Tm feeling quite cheerfuL" She said it was unlikely she and 
her husband would stay m Beirut, once he is released. M 1 think 
well probably go to Cyprus, for a time anyway," she said. “I am 
keeping the flat on in Beirut just in case. I don't know until I see 
him how he’s going to be or how he’s going to feel.” 

Political prisoner expelled by Morocco 

■PARIS (R) — Morocco, in a surprise gesture, freed and expelled one of 
Africa's Jopgest-senmg pofitica! prisoners Friday after bokfing turn for 17 
yean in jaiL Abraham Serfaty, jailed for life in 1977 for plotting to 
overthrow King Hassan, was put on board a flight from Casablanca on the 
orders of the Moroccan Interior Ministry. The mmistiy said Mr. Serfaty, 
65, had been expelled because be “could make absolutely no to 
Moroccan oationafiiy," and was in fact Brazilian. On arrival at Paris' Orly 
airport, Mr. Serfaty immediately denounced Rabat’s evpbumfo rf for his 
release. “I must protea against the farce mounted by the Moroccan 
government,” be told repeaters after being greeted by his French wife, 
Moroccan children and a French foreign ministry official. He said his 
Moroccan natioaafiiy was in disputab le and had been estabfisfaed by the 
fast government set up in Rabat after the country achieved independence 
The leader of the outlawed Manrist-Leninist movement Dal Amain 
(Forward), dressed in the jeans and dirty bhre sweatshirt he wore in 
prison, looked tired and walked with a cratch. 
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Conference calls for pan- Arab 
solutions to safeguard the environment 
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AMMAN (Petra) ■ — Hie Jonh- . 
nian deiegatkm to fee Arab Con- 
ference onEnvironment and De- 
velopment in Cairo submitted a 
working paper suggesting the 
enactment of a pen- Arab law on 
: the protection of the environment 
in the Arab World, acc or ding to 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the ' Envi ronm ent 
Salon A1 Zoubi. 

The minister, who led the de- 
legation to the Cairo meetings. 
S ugge sted that a pan-Arab min- 
isterial confere nc e be held to 
decide on this important step. 

Mr. Zonbi said feat protection 
of fee environment should be of 
interest to all Arabs since no 
individual Arab state can imple- 
ment a successful policy on its 
own without cooperation from 
neighbouring states. - 

The minister said feat the con- 
ference called on Arab states to 
exchange expertise in 
environment-related affairs, on 
means of preventing industrial 
poDntion and ways to fight off - 
contamination of the environ- 


ment. 

A general statement issued at 
the end of the conference, orga- 
nised by fee Economic and Social 
Committee for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), said feat fee partici- 
pants eodwsed pan-Arab propos- 
als and recommendations for an 
international conference on fee 
environment to be held in Jnne in 
Brazil. 

The Arab ministers taking part 
in the meeting endorsed the 
Stockholm declaration on fee 
protection of fee en v iron m ent 
and reaffirmed their adherence to 
the 1986 pan-Arab declaration on 
the e n vi ro n m ent, the statement 
said. 

- The ministers expressed their 
concern over fee continued threat 
to fee Arab e n v ironm ent result- 
ing from aimed conflicts, lade of 
a solution to the Palestine ques- 
tion — which causes continued 
destruction of Arab resources in 
Palestine — and fee deterioration 

in the state of the environment 
due to industrial development,, 
according to .fee statement 


It added that fee ministers 
pledged their countries will work 
c o ll e ctively to ensure fee protec- 
tion of wfldHfe, and water re- 
sources and forest lands. 

' They also underlined fee im- 
portance of scientific research 
programmes and training of per- 
sonnel in means of protecting fee 
environment and the use of mod- 
em technology to reach that goaL 

The ministcra passed recom- 
mendations designed to provide 
protection to water resources, the 
development of the badia regions 
of fee Arab World and fighting 
de s e rtifi cation. 

They called on Arab countries 
to step up their cooperation wife 
world organisations dealing with 
the protection of the environment 
and urged Arab governments to 
allocate funds to help finanw 
projects feat safeguard fee en- 
vironment. 

The final statement urged Arab 
governments to enact legislation 
that would give impetus to the 
general trend of ‘ protecting the 
e n vironm ent at aO levels. 


Second stage of insecticide spraying 
in Jordan Valley region begins 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Mmistxy- 
of Agriculture is now carrying the 
second part of a campaign to rid 
fee Jordan Valley region of in- 
sects, a programme coo ducted in 
cooperation wife the Royal 
Jo rdanian Air Force, the Jordan 
Valley Farmers Association and 
the Civil Defence Department 
(GDD). 

The ministry has just 
announced fee completion of the 
first stage of fee campaign, con- 
ducted over the past five days, 
during which Air Force planes 
were used to spray insecticides, 
over a large area sti e t chin g from 
A1 Arida to areas dose to the 
Dead Sea. 

Areas sprayed in fee first part 
of the campaign inclnded 
Sweimch, Rameh, Kafrein, Wadi 
Shneib and sooth Shuneh, 
accor d ing to Dn Haiti Haddadin, 
director for Plant Protection at 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The second stage will continue 


for the next 10 days involving 
ground spraying equipment and 
fwiim of ministry technicians , 
said Dr. Haddadin in a statment 
to die Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. 

The area to be covered in fee 

campaig n, ac nrvrfBng fnthg minifr 

try, is estimated at 100,000 
donums and the' cost could reach 
up to JD 150,000. 

Describing the outcome of the 
first stage of the campaign as. 
excellent. Dr. Haddadin said that 
it would not be complete without 
fee second part and without 
cooperation on the part of the 
- focal c o mmuni t y farmers- He 
said that farmers should collect 
and efispose of garbage and other 
waste, prevent any piling of dung 
in poultry or sheep enclosures 
and abide by ministry instructions 
about disposal measures. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and its departments in the Jordan 
Valley region issued specific in- 


structions to farmers and the local 
community to dose windows and 
doors firmly, provide protection 
to animals arid poultry and to 
refrain from taking animals out 
for grazing in areas sprayed with 
pesticides or insecticides for at 
least 10 days after the campaign 
has been completed. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan Valley 
Fanners Association has signed a 
contract with fee Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCD) on 
coordination and cooperation to 
make available agricultural 
equipment, seeds, fertilisers as 
well as pesticides to be distri- 
buted to fanners in the Jordan 
Valley at cost. 

The contract also provides for 
cooperation in the marketing of 
1 agricultural products. 

The agreement was signed by 
JCO Director General Jamal AI 
Bedour and Jordan Valley Far- 
mers Association Chairman Talal 
Ghazzawi. 


Seminar discusses various 
approaches to teaching ., ... 

--- BylcaWabbeh :ioU )J ^ybung children who are laugh; tb • '■ ‘Tifcafmngalaiig 
fonUn Tfrnra' &iff Repeal . . ' ' u tic procera," he sal 


Jordan Tones Staff Reporter '. 
AMMAN — The British Council, 
in cooperation wife the Bishop 
School, Thursday hosted a semi- 
nar for teachers of English from 
12 private schools in the King- 
dom. 

The three-day seminar, fee 
first of its kind in Jordan, aims at 
bringing in teachers from various 
schools in fee Kingdom and 
creating an atmosphere propi- 
tious for exchanging practical 
ideas on methods of teaching 
English, comparing difficulties 
encountered in the process and 
ways to overcome them and 
keeping fee educators informed 
about fee latest developments in 


The first day of the seminar 
drew 72 teachers from private 
schools. Discussions are orga- 
nised in sessions int er rupte d by 
long recesses “to give the 
teachers the chance to interact, 
exchange ideas. 1 ' The attendees 
have the choice to take part in 
any of the dsenssions on tire 
topics prepared and prese n ted by 
teachers wife experience in die 
field. 

The “seed" of the seminar, 
says Larry Epp, head of the 
English Department at the 
Bishop School, was a survey of 
the English programme and ways 
to effectively use it conducted by 
Ins school, which ended up by 
bringing in a representative of 
Macmillan Publishers to ex- 
change expertise wife fee school’s 
teachers. 

“We thought other teachers 
should benefit too so we brought 
other speakers in to help. We did 
not restrict the things to. 
odrsdves,” he said. 

Sarah Philpot, an educational 
consultant at Macmillan, came to 
guide to fee teachers on ways of 
using the Macmillan series “Rain- 
bow.” Her interest lies in the 
commiinicative approach to 
teaching and its application i to 


According to Ms. Philpot, 
there should be a genuine reason 
for children to read and the 
teachers should find the best way 
of creating this motivation. Faced 
wife situations created by die 
teacher beforehand (file e present- 
ing a picture), children become 
creative, Ms. Philpot says. 

“Yon elicit a lot of vocabulary 
before you start, she said. “It is a 
test before teaching, seeing how 
much the children know. Then 
you create the real reason for 
diem to read.” 

Collaborative writing was pre- 
sented tty Jill Bamforth, who 
teaches at fee Baccalaureate 
School. The approach, very much 
like the one in hte real classroom, 
presented an active, animated, 
dynamic method of interaction 
feat eventually leads to coopera- 
tion m writing (rewriting) a text 
and b uilding Engjah awiimmi ca- 
tian skills. 

Starting from an excerpt — a 
small text — the pupils are asked 
to jot down as many individual 
words as they can posable re- 
member and then, through group 
work, they should recreate the 
original text. 

The drill uses lots of editing 
skills, and interaction while, at the 
same time, it exercises a gramma- 
tical function, rein forces know- 
ledge, and develops die vocabul- 
ary. 

Chris Nelson, direct teaching 
manager at the British Council, 
had an in t ere st in g opinion about 
the use (or non use) of the 
syllabus in the process of 
teaching. The discussions gravi- 
tated around the current trends in 
tearhing English. 

Mr. Nelson believes that lan- 
guage is not acquired through 
syllabus, which is. “overated” in 
teaching. He believes in creating 
a language-rich en v i ronm ent and 
training die laxguage learners to 
get the most of iL 


■ ■“Lfearimig a language is a chao- 
tic process,” he fldd'Wc have to 
work on improving the lan guage. 
environment and training the 
learners to make the best of iL” 

Interesting ideas were to be 
fonnd in the' methods of 
“teaching literature,” presented 
by Judith Fabian, head of the 
English "Department at the Bac- 
calaureate School, acquiring lan- 
guage through literature, a topic 
presented by Linda Kilani, 
teacher at the New English 
ScbooL 

The seminar, says Wafa 
Khomty from the Bishop School, 
is like a workshop where teachers 
share ideas and can benefit from 
each other’s experience. 

Mr. Epp, while expressing a 
desire to see the seminar become 
an annual event, said it took lots 
of time to organise it, especially 
as it was a first time activity. He 
expressed satisfaction wife the 
teacher turnout and the respon- 
sive attitude on the part of the 
lecturers. 

All the teachers interviewed 
invariably opined that the semi- 
nar was usefal, interesting, stimu- 
lating and a model of teacher 
cooperation. 

Rula Quawar, bead of the En- 
glish Department at the Ortho- 
dox School, said the seminar was 
infor ma tive and provide a good 
opp o rt uni ty to fee teachers to 
“share experiences and help them 
implement new teaching ideas. 

“We would Eke to see more of 
tins,” she said, rushing to attend 
yet another lecture. 


Committee 
organising 
Arab 
Child Day 
celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) — A commit- 
tee entrusted with preparing for 
fee Kingdom’s celebrations of the 
Arab Child Day held a meeting 
Wednesday at the Noor AI Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) under the 
chairmanship of NHF Director 
General Inaam Ai Mufti. 

The committee discussed the 
activities and the events which 
trill be held daring the week-long 
celebrations of fee occasion. The 
celebrations are scheduled to 
start on Oct. 7. 

The celebrations will indude 
seminars which will be held in the 
Kingdom’s various governorates. 
Children will take part in the 
seminars and will discuss issues 
related to childhood. 

The events will include holding 
a main seminar on the Interna- 
tional Charter for Children 
Rights which has been issued by 
die International Children’s Sum- 
mit. The seminar will be orga- 
nised by the NHF and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF). 

The National League for Chil- 
dren’s Education will also orga- 
nise a seminar in Amman under 
the title “Children’s Programmes 
in Radio and Television.” 


Islamic investments and other 
projects reviewed by official 


AMMAN (Petra) — Matters re- 
lated to fee upkeep of Mosques 
and their maintenance as well as 
development of lands owned by 
the Islamic endowment were re- 
viewed at a meeting held at the 
King Abdul ah Mosque under the 
chairmanship of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Participants heard Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Racf 
Nijem outline various problems 
and difficulties encountered by 
the ministry in investments and 
development of Islamic endow- 
ment property. 

There are enormous opportu- 
nities to lease, develop or invest 
in Islamic endowment land, a 
process badly needed now to 
ensure continued financial re- 
turns for the ministry’s other pro- 
jects, Mr. Nijem said. 

Addressing the meeting. Prince 
Hassan underlined fee need for 
feasibility studies to be made 
beforehand and on the effects 
such projects can leave on society 
to be considered. 

The Crown Prince underlined 
the need for the Islamic institutes 
and sharia schools to coordinate 
their programmes with those of 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs as well as the minis- 
tries of Education, Social De- 
velopment and Youth in matters 
related to laying the infrastruc- 
ture for development of Islamic 
endowment land. 


Visit to refugee camp full of 
surprises for German minister 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Write 1 

AMMAN — A visiting Ger- 
man minister who wanted to 
gain first-hand knowledge of 
fee conditions of returnees 
from Kuwait got more than be 
apparentl y bargained for when 
he visited the Beqaa Refugee 
Camp outride Amman Thurs- 
day and came face to face wife 
the feats and anxiety of ex- 
residents of Kuwait, according 
to an official eyewitness who 
works at the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs. 

Apparently, the request of 
Carl Dieter SpTanger, the 
minister, to meet some of the 
returnees had come to the con- 
cerned authorities on the life 


age — more than 50 people 
including curious camp resi- 
dents — proceeded to the 
horae and someone knocked at 
the door. 

“Someone from inside 
peaked out through the win- 
dow and then suddenly women 
from inside the house started 
screaming, “we have lost our 
man” and “he has been killed 
by the Kuwaitis,*” he said. 
'“Everyone was stunned and as 
the waiting reached a crescen- 
do, die crowds swelled with 
neighbours running to the 
scene to find out what was 
happening.” 

Neither fee German delega- 
tion nor their interpreter could 
make out what had triggered 
the sudden screaming and wail- 


hom., . Officials ^cr^nWed.. at' ^ jng, - acc ord in g to the eyestit- 
the last *mnrate to locate ttF- 

Kuwait families in the Beqaa. , . , ... , 


Camp. 

They located one family with 
whan Mr. Dieter, who was 
accompanied by an official 15- 
member delegation and at least 
20 journalists in addition to 
security men. conversed for. 
some time. 

‘The head of the family 
briefed Mr.Dieter on how he 
and his family lived in Kuwait 
for many yean and how they 
managed through the Gulf cri- 
sis and war,” said th e eyewit- 
ness, who preferred anonym- 
ity. “The minister appeared to 
be very impressed and moved 
by file experience of the family 
which reflected the general 
treatment netted out to Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians in 
KnwatL 

As the encounter was going 
on made one of the squalid 
dwellings in the camp, it trans- 
pired that Mr. Dieter wanted 
to meet one more family, said 
the official. 

“Again there was a scram- 
ble,” he said. “It is not that 
there is any scarcity of retur- 
nees from Kuwait in Beqaa, 
but it is difficult to locate them 
at short notice.” 

“Finally, residents directed 
officials to another house 
where a returnee family was 
living, but no-one had the 
hindsig ht to inform the family 
that the minister would be 
visiting them,” he said. 

Mr. Dieter and his entour- 


VACANCY 


“The surprise was total ' and 
many of the German delega- 
tion —who did not understand 
Arabic — did not have the 
least idea of what the women 
inside were saying,” be said. 
“It took sometime before the 
security men forced their way 
into the house to find out what 
was wrong. Other women also 
went in and sought to calm the 
family.” 

Finally, the German delega- 
tion was invited in and the 
minister chatted wife the fami- 
ly through an interpreter for 
some time. He was told of how 
life was like for Jordanian and 
Palestinians in Kuwait and how 
the Kuwaitis were mistreating 
them, bow many of them were 
still in detention, how the 
Kuwaitis used to humiliate the 
expatriates and how families 
living in fee emirate for de- 
cades were expelled. 

But what was wrong with the 
family in the first place that 
prompted the baffling scenario 
outside the house? 

“The residents of the bouse 
were'ottiy the womenfolk of a 
Palestinian family which re- 
turned from Kuwait. The head 
of fee family is still in Kuwait, 
possibly tinder detention,” the 
official said. “When the family 
saw the crowd outside their 
home in Beqaa, they thought 
the people gathered were there 
to inform the family of fee 
man’s death in Kuwait.” 


Arab writers and 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Federation of Arab Writers and 
Anthers opened a meeting in 
Amman Friday with the parti- 
opation of eight Arab countries 
in addition to Jordan. 

The two-day meeting, winch is 
hosted by the. Arab Jordanian 
Writers Federation (JWF) is to 
review several working papers 
dealing wife general Arab issues 
tod tiie. role of Arab writers in 
deafiqg with the requirements of 
fee coming stage at fee cultural 


and professional levels. 

JWF President Fakhri Kawar 
■ addressed the opening session, 
oudndhg fee democratic process 
in Jordan and the federation’s 
in t e r acti o n wife fee march to 
democracy and its struggle to 
advocate the rights of the Jorda- 
nian, Pale stinian and Iraqi people 
in the face of aggression. . 

. The participants at fee two-day 
meeting w3I also review die 
general federation’s activities 
over the past six months. 


International , Bank in Amman seeks an ambitious and experienced 
Corporate Foreign Exchange Dealer to head a growing Corporate Forex 
Trading Department. 

The successful applicant will have had at least 5 years experience 
working in a Corporate Foreign Exchange environment and be fully 
conversant with Interbank procedures. He/she should have a 
comprehensive knowledge of off and on Balance sheet products. Good 
selling skills are an essential. 

Considerable prospects for career advancement. 

Interested parties should forward their Curriculum Vitae to : 

The Personnel Officer 
P.OJtox 925286 
Amman - Jordan 



BBs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan (centre) 
addresses meeting reviewi ng the state of mosques 


ka the xinpiniw and TJnmtf investments (Petra 
photo). 


Prince Hassan said that interac- 
tion between the local community 
and the mosque preacher was a 
necessity and field tours by Aw- 
qaf officials to various communi- 
ties to learn about problems was 
of vital importance. 


Various issues related to Isla- 
mic endowment and obstacles in 
the path of developing endow- 
ment land were discussed, with 
the heads of various government 
department presenting their 
views about them. 


According to Ministry of Aw- 
qafs Secretary General Ahmad 
Hilayel, the meeting was part of a 
series of discussions to review 
obstacles and difficulties facing 
the' ministry’s operations and acti- 
vities. 


Ministry to implement plan designed to 
alleviate Jordan’s unemployment 


By Maha Addas 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A master plan set 
up by the Ministry of Labour 
and estimated to cost SI 50 
million will be implemented in 
order to alleviate the unem- 
ployment problem in the King- 
dom. according to government 
officials. 

After the Gulf crisis, a great 
number of Jordanians lost their 
jobs in Kuwait and came to 
Jordan. These expatriates have 
increased the local work force 
to 630,000, said Abdel Karim AI 
Dughmi, the Minister of 
Labour in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. 

“A large number of expatri- 
ates fiavc come from Kuwait or 
from fee Guff countries as a 
^direct result of the Guff crisis 
‘ but 1 not all. bf those are reg- 
istered as part of the work 
force,” Mr. AI Dughmi said. 
“Of those registered, there are 
over 55,000 people who carry 
university degrees or can work 
in administrative work.” 

According to Mr. AI Dugh- 
mi, the master plan to absorb 
the large numbers of unem- 
ployed expatriates involves di- 
viding these expatriates into 
two groups and then dealing 
with each group accordingly. 

“The first group includes 
those with university degrees 


or who are capable of adminis- 
trative work,” Mr. AI Dughmi 
said. "For this group, the plan 
includes setting up projects 
throughout the Kingdom. 
These people will work in 
these projects with dual duties. 
They will be the bosses and the 
employees at the same time. 

“The fending for these pro- 
jects will come from the gov- 
ernment as a form of no in- 
terest loan to be paid back 
after the project starts produc- 
ing,'' Mr. Ai Dughmi addgd. 
“We must not forget, however, 
that the government needs loc- 
al and foreign sources to aid in 
the funding of these projects.” 

Mr. AI Dugfimi said that 
although the projects are esti- 
mated to cost a total of $100 
million to set up, there have 
not been any studies made on 
the actual cosL "We will leave 
it to those interested in these 
projects to submit their own 
studies and their estimates on 
the fends necessary for their 
projects,” he said. 

According to Mr. AI Dugh- 
mi. the second group consti- 
tutes those who are not edu- 
cated and who will do agri- 
cultural and industrial type 
of work as well<as other imanual- 
type and hand-craft work. 
These will be trained at the 
Vocational Training Corpora- 


Correction 


Due to a reporting error, an 
article on page 3 of fee Thursday- 
Friday edition of the Jordan 
Times incorrectly identified 
members of a group planning an 
exhibition in fee United States as 


belonging to Peace Now! The 
organisers of the exhibit are 
members of the Gulf Peace 
Team. The Jordan Times regrets 
the error. 


tion at the Ministry of Labour, 
he said. 

“The fending for the train- 
ing of this group is already 
available.” Mr. AI Dughmi 
said. “Jordan has the most 
advanced centres for vocation- 
al training in the Arab World. 
The facilities span the King- 
dom's governorates and total 
21 centres. These centres have 
good plans and the training 
experts there are good.” 

Mr. AI Dughmi said that 
there is a great deal of positive 
feedback on the idea of start- 
ing the new projects and many 
are asking when the projects 
will be initiated. 

“There are many who want 
to start projects in their own 
areas and home-towns.” he 
said. 1 have also noticed a 
change in mentality. People no 
longer look down on jobs as 
too small. Many are prepared 
to do waitering jobs in their 
own projects. This is possibly 
because they will be waiters in 
projects they run so that they 
are their own bosses.” 

There was no date set for the 
starting point of the “master 
plan” but Mr. AI Dughmi said 
that members from the Mmis^ 
try of Labour will be visiting all 
governorates and meeting with 
all university graduates before 
the projects are started. 
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the american language center 


THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTER 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS REOPENING 

Winter Session : October 20 - December 1 9 
Placement Tests : September 19, October 3, October 10 

Courses Offered : 

Building English Skills : Levels 1 - 6 
Advanced Business English 
Advanced Academic Writing 
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Right veto for a change 


OF COURSE Israel is stunned by the warning of U.S. 
President George Bosh that he would veto any congressional 
decision to award it the controversial $10 billion loan 
guarantee. The Jewish state has become accustomed to 
being Washington’s spoiled child by getting all it wants from 
the U.S., the day it wants it, simply by p alling some strings 
in the seats of power and mobilising its agents and lobbyists 
in that country in sup por t of its demands. Bat when die U.S. 
president decides to put an end to Israel’s gory logic and 
crude exploitation of Zionist pressure groups in a manner 
dearly detrimental to the overall American interests, die 
Israeli ruling government goes berserk and starts “crying 
wolf.” 

What is so disturbing about this latest Israeli attempt to 
mtmipniato W ashing ton’s foreign policy and make it serve 
its own national objectives is that it is based on the obviously 
false premise that the American people owe it to Israel to 
keep f unding it with money and credit under one guise or 
another and that it is Israel’s legitimate right to demand and 
obtain financial, economic, military and political aid all die 
time. This arrogant attitude is what is finally driving home 
in the U.S. the message that Israel must learn some 
discipline before Israeli audacity wrecks for ever all and 
every existing chance for peace in the Middle East. 

The second objectionable feature about the Israeli insist- 
ence to go over the U.S. president’s head and seek 
authorisation for the loan guarantee in question from the 
U.S. Congress is that this political behaviour constitutes a 
'major and blunt challenge to President Bush personally and 
contradicts his policies and their objectives in this region. 
. The Israeli prime minister and his followers inride and 
'outside his country are obviou sl y co un ting on their many 
triads mi Capitol HB1 and in the ability of the Jewish 
.lobbyists to sway puMtebpinion in the U.S. in their favour, 
as they had done so many times in the past. Obviously 
• President Bush has also" done his homework this time and is 
sofidly banking on his people to win the standoff on the loan 
’ guarantee issue. It is therefore more than comforting that 
this latent and brewing American-Israeii conflict of interests 
has come to a bead at last. Any formula or compromise 
Amt of vindicating the Bush administration in its show- 
down with Israel in general and Shamir’s government In 
. particular would amply play into the hands of Israeli 
: apologists. It is thus reassuring that the U.S. president has 
flatly ruled out any compromise solution entailing an 
agreement to accord the requested credit guarantee at the 
end of the four mouths. It would amply defeat the purpose 
to commit tiie U«S. beforehand on the loan guarantee and 
makes a mockery of Mr. Bush’s attempt to rein in Israel and 
its current leadership. The fact that the Israeli government 
has already incorporated part of the $10 billion credit into 
its new budget even before it is cleared by Washington 
proves beyond a shadow off doubt that Tel Aviv takes 
Washington for granted and now is the time to pot an ad to 
tins faraponsibk behaviour. 




. HIS MAJESTY Ring Hussein’s address to the European Parlia- 
ment was a reminder to the world community to shoulder its 
responsibility towards alleviating the suffering and relieving the 
plight of the expatriates forced out of Kuwait, said A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily. The paper said that the King’s address was a brave message 
to the world and those believing in peace, justice and democracy 
and adhering to principled stands. In his address, the King put all 
the facts before the European parliamentarians, outlining Jor- 
dan’s honest and courageous stand, its objective dealing with 
questions related to the Middle East problems and its continuous 
quest for peace based on justice, the paper said. This was a brave 
call to the world to come to the aid of Jordan, which is burdened 
with new responsibilities, and the Palestinian people, who are still 
the victims of injustice due to the lack of implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 that can ensure 
Palestinian people’s- rights in their own homeland, the paper 
continued. The King’s brave speech, said the paper, was a can to 
the world community to give momentum to the peace process so 
that harmony and security can replace desperation and violence in 
the Middle East. The King, added the paper, has taken a brave 
stand in calling for the establishment of peace and it remains for 
the Europeans to respond favourably and contribute to the 
achievement of that objective. 


GENERAL statements by the Arab League Secretary General 
Ismat Abdul Majid about re-establishing solidarity among Arab 
countries, without taking steps towards achieving that goal, came 
under fire from a columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. We have 
heard statements by die Arab League secretary general stressing 
.the need for solidarity, but the statements failed to point to the 
real problems and to the Arab states responsible for the present 
divisions in the Arab World, said Bader Abdul Haq. Countries 
that had orche stra ted the U.S. -led alliance’s aggression against 
Iraq should take steps to erase die hatred that is now deep-rooted 
among the Arabs, and the Arab League should take practical 
steps towards ending divisions so that the way can be open to 
solidarity, die writer continued. He said it is feared that Mr. 
Abdul Majid's statements are not more than mere words phrased 
for him by the United States and its allies which seek to dominate 
the Arab region through the Arab League. It is feared that Mr. 
Abdul Majid is seeking a kind of solidarity that would only serve 
Washington’s interests and not those that existed in die Arab 
World before the Gulf crisis, the writer added. We have beard a 
great deal about the Arab League and its statements, said Abdul 
Haq, but the Arab masses have so fax failed to see practical steps 
that can really help re-establish solidarity among Arab countries. 


New world order requires new thinking 


Following is the text of an address by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan entitled ’‘The Search for Peace” to the annual 


conference of the Department of Public Information for NGO’s — 
“Peace, Justice and Development — ingredients for an emerging 
new world order” — in New York. It was delivered via satellite. * 


The concept of an emerging 
world order brings to my mind 
the Grand Old Duke of York, 
who discovered that if you are 
halfway between two places, you 
are nowhere. My intention is not 
to start my address to you today 
on a pessimistic or critical note. 
At the risk of apparent immodes- 
ty, I cannot help but refer to the 
statement of Woodrow Wilson 
quoted in my book “Search for 
Peace,” which was published in 
1984. In his address to the United 
States Senate on Jan. 22, 1917, be 
said “There must be, not a ba- 
lance of power, but a community 
of power, not organised rivalries 
but an organised peace.” 

That book, as its title suggests, 
was a modest attempt to tell bow 
we can bring about, to the Middle 


urgent need for changing our way 
of thinking about basic concepts 
such as peace, justice including 
human rights, security and de- 
velopment. 

One eminent scholar has 
stated, “to read the concept of 
-development from the stand 
point of the concept of security is 
to understand that hunger is a 
form of genocide. This fonn of 
development may not be discus- 
sed in the U.N. Security Council, 
but it is no less a threat to human 
beings than the missiles standing 
silently in their silos.” 

Such a dilemma is clearly illus- 
trated by the latest report from 
the U.N. secretary general about 
Iraqi oil exports and the catas- 
trophic food and health crisis 
faced by the Iraqi people. This 


ties, an intellectual bridgehead is 
desperately needed to resolve the 
dichotomy between the interna- 
tional political and economic 
frameworks. This applies equally 
between North and South as well 
as in the North and South. 


Honoured deleg at e s. 

In our search for peace it is 
vitally important to bear in mind 
that it is impossible to ration 
justice. The notion that truth 
cannot be forked-out in careful 
rations might generate a fear 
among decision makers that the 
process may go too far and create 
an avalanche. This In its turn may 
produce a wish to go nowhere at 
all or even to retreat. 

In approaching the Middle 
East peace process, we are aware 
of the need to strike a delicate 
balance between respect for the 
normative contents of relevant 
international law norms and 
Security Council resolutions on 
the one hand, and the need for 


major themes were “Humanita- 
rian norms, particularly, these 
pertaining to modem wars and 
conflicts; disasters: natural and 
man made such as famine; 
vulnerable groups such as re- 
fugees and indigenouspeople and 
the degradation of the environ- 
ment: deforestation am] deserti- 
fication. The final report of the 
commission offered a new huma- 
nitarian outlook and applicable 
alternatives. It urged that action 
ought to be taken prior to disas- 
ters rather than wait and react in 
the aftermath. It stressed that 
economic growth, national secur- 
ity and other grandiose schemes 
that are often applauded and 
sought after, are of no "value if 
they do not bring about a greater 
welfare for the concerned people. 
They are of value if and when 
they are of benefit to the well- 
being of the public at large. 

In short, our efforts were 
directed towards a multilateral 
approach to world interdepend- 


worid needs. Of course the poli- 
tical will for peace was not raus- 1 
tered, and the successive missed 
opportunities and tragedies in the 
Middle East during the eighties 
culminated in the recent Gulf 
crisis. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Some analysts consider that the 
breakdown of strategic con- 
frontation between the super- 
powers is moving the world to- 
wards a period of recurring crises 
with a supraregional rather than a 
purely regional character. The 
forty-year-old cold war was not 
only wasteful in armaments and 
confrontation. The greater loss is 
perhaps in the form of those 
contradictions of the cold war 
that have been internalised in all 
aspects of international relations. 
There are those who consider 
that the U.N. may be its own 
worst enemy in respect of a 
Security Council based on the 
legacy of the cold war and having 
little to offer the new world. 

The greatest challenge in the 
search for peace in an emerging 
world order is not merely for the 
U.N. to be reborn. There is an 


ceeds allocated by the U.N. from 
Iraqi oil exports mil not be suffi- 
cient to meet minimum require- 
ments of the Iraqi people accord- 
ing to the criteria of the World 
Health Organisation and UN- 
ICEF. Iraq needs, according to 
U.N. missions, $13 billion during 
the next six months m food im- 
ports. According to the plan of 
the Security Council, Iraq win 
only get $670 million that can be 
used for this purpose. In other 
words, only half its minimum 
needs. Let us hope that the Inter- 
national Community will find a 
way m time to avert impending 
famine. 


Dear friends. 

In rethinking the basic con- 
cepts relating to the emerging 
world order the questions are not 
so mudi technical but cultural. 
Security and development should 
not be the preserve of what have 
been termed as the cult of im- 
pressive and high-sounding lan- 
guage. The relevance of such 
concepts as security and develop- 
ment to their social and human 
context has to be reconsidered in 
line with the changed world reali- 


tfaat negotiations are meaningful, 
on the other. 

In determining the most 
appropriate route for the search 
for peace, it is essential to consid- 
er the probable humanitarian, 
social and political character of 
the emerging world order. If 
peace is to be meaningful and 
durable, then it has to be among 
people and not only between 
governments and states. 

In Jordan we have been en- 
gaged during the eighties in such 
an approach of exploring the 
humanitarian route map. I par- 
ticipated in the work of the Inde- 
pendent Commission on Interna- 
tional Humanitarian Issues which 
recognised “that progress in re- 
moving the causes of human suf- 
fering is a step-by-step proposi- 
tion. It is not just the quality of 
life but life itself, that is 
threatened. Modem man is at 
peace neither with him self nor 
with his environment.” We are 
faced with the dual challenge of 
man against man and man against 
nature. 

The independent commission, 
a lobby for the powerless, dealt 
with a wide range of issues. The 


The week in pr int 

U.S., Europe and the Arabs: How will the scales tip? 


HIS Majesty King Hussein's ma- 
jor address to the European Par- 
liament about the situation in the 
Middle East, the prospects of the 
peace process, Jordanian- 
Egyptian relations in the wake of 
die publication of the Jordanian 
White Paper on the Gulf crisis 
and domestic affairs were discus- 
sed at length by the local media in 
the past week. 


In Ms address the Is^ pre- 
sented all facts before the Euro- 
peans, urging them to come to 
the help of the people of Middle 
East and establish peace, said 
Sawt A1 Shaab in an editorial. We 
neeed the European Community 
to actively participate in restab- 
tishing stability and security in 
our region and we need its help to 
end the Arab-Israeli conflict on 
the basis of international legi- 
timacy, said the paper. 

The King’s address was a mes- 
sage to the whole world commun- 
ity through tiie European Parlia- 
ment, urging the peace loving 
nations to implement the U.N. 
Security Connal resolutions that 
can bring about peace and secur- 
ity to all countries in the region, 
said A1 Ra’i daily. What the 
Middle East region needs now is 
an end to all conflicts and a peace 
based on justice, guaranteeing 
the Palestinins their national 
rights in their homeland, the pap- 
er added. 


intransigence and determination 
to execute the settlement prog- 
ramme in Arab lands. Furth- 
ermore, die Palestinians have not 
reached a decision yet as to the 
participation in the coming con- 
ference, which could prompt the 
U.S. to involve its Arab allies 
alone in the parley. 

The writer urged the Palesti- 
nian leadership to take a speedy 
decision with regard to their par- 
ticipation in die coining negotia- 
tions because, be said, the com- 
ing chance could be the last. 


communism and the disarray in 
the ranks of the Arab countries 
have all paved the way for the 
U 3. -Israeli alliance to impose 
the settlement. 


A columnist in AJ Dustonr ex- 
pressed surprise at the Arab 
countries’ welcome of the U.S. 
administration’s delay for 120 
days only, in offering guarantees 
to Israel to obtain loans to bufld 
settlements. 

Taber A1 Adwan said Chat the 
Israelis are going ahead with then- 
plans anyway and are certain of 
eventual approval by the U.S. 
administration of the required 
guarantees for a $10 billion loan 
to be obtained from world banks. 

Israel is in a race against time 
to build thousands of homes for 
the Soviet Jewish and other im- 
migrants while the Arab city of 
Jerusalem is being Judaised as the 
Arabs continue to count on 
Israel's ally, die U.S., to bring 
them justice and restore the 
Palestinians' rights, the writer 


In light of the coming tour of 
the region by the U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker, Sawt AJ 
Shaab daily said that the U.S. 
secretary's mission this time 
could be harder than ever before. 
While the U.S. is showing its 
determination to bring about 
peace, the Israeli government is 
showing more obstinacy regard- 
ing the settlement issue, the pap- 
er said. 

The U.S. administration 
should admit now that it is Israel, 
and not the Palestinians, that is 
obstructing the pence confere n ce 
which was accepted by all the 
Arab states, the paper said. 

Mr. Baker's mission in die 
Arab countries would not be dif- 
ficult because the Arabs hold no 
w inning cards and they cannot 
impose their will on the Israelis 
during die coining negotiations, 
said Salameh Ekour in Sawt AI 
Shaab daily. 

The writer said that the Arabs 
are still in disarray on the eve of 
the proposed conference while 
Israeli leaders continue to show 


A columnist in Al Dustour said 
that the apparent dispute be- 
tween Israel and the U.S.'admi- 
nistration over the loan guaran- 
tees is just a show. 

Mimes Al Razzaz said that the 
Israelis are quite certain that the 
guarantees wQl be secured thanks' 
to their formidable lobby m the 
U.S. Congress and therefore, 
there is no need for the Arabs to 
bufld castles in the air and im- 
agine that the two allies are in 
conflict. 

He said the delay in giving the 
guarantees does not mean that 
the U.S. plans to ignore them. 


Several columnists discussed 
the ongoing hostile campaign in 
the E^ptian media against Jor- 
dan for publishing the White Pap- 
er that throws light on the foots 
surrounding the Gulf crisis. 

Fabd Al Fanek said in Al Ra’i 
that the White Paper is now 
sought by all Arab people be- 
cause it presents facts that are not 
liked by the Egyptian regime. 

The White Paper presents facts 
that preceded the Gulf war thus 
exporing the Egyptian regime 
and other Arabs who chose to 
side with the U.S.-Western 
alliance, said the writer. 

He said Egypt, after President 
Nasser, has played two shameful 
roles: first by stabbing the Palesti- 
nians in the bade through their 
Camp David accords with Israel 
and second when Cairo was in- 
strumental in launching the U.S.- 
led aggression against Iraq. 

By publishing die White Paper 
Jordan has placed itself, and its 
nationals living in Cairo, on the 
Egyptian blacklist, said Taher Al 
Adwan in Al Dustour. 

The Egyptians are taking 
vengeance on the Jordanian stu- 
dents and Palestinian citizens in 
retaliation for the publication of 
the White Paper which obviously 
exposes the shameful role played 
by Egypt during the Gulf crisis 
said the writer. 


are offering it the chance to do 
whatever it likes. 

Referring to the lack of coor-: 
duration among members of the 
Arab League in general and those 
of countries surrounding Israel in 
particular, the writer said that 
there can be no justification for 
the Arab regimes if they foil to 
convene a meeting prior to the 
projected peace conference 
which would decide their fate for 
generations to come. 


Turning to domestic issues, 
Ahmad Dhiban, who writes for 
Sawt Al Shaab, said that the 
water problem in Jordan has now 
reached the red line. 

He said that if the amounts of 
water now reaching the capital, 
which is housing most of the 
returning expatriates, remain at 
the same level, the residents will 
be in for deep trouble. 

The influx of the expatriates, 
the scarce water resources avail- 
able and die growing needs for 
industry and agriculture are com- 
plicating matters for the govern- 
ment, the writer said. He said 
that there will be no alternative to 
a strategic solution to this chronic 
problem. 


A guest columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab is pessimistic about the 
prospects of peace. 

Abdul Hafiz Abu Qaoud said 
that all indications point to the 
fact that tiie U.S. administration 
is going ahead with plans to im- 
pose on the Arabs a political 
settlement as directed by the 
world Zionism. 

The writer said that the 
crashing of the Iraqi militaiy 
power, the death of the world 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily 
criticised the Arab League which 
has recently held its 96th meeting 
in Cairo. 

Mahmoud Rimawi ‘said that 
topics of real importance to the 
Arab World, like the immigration 
of Jews to Palestine, the peace 
process initiated by the U.S., 
arrang e me n ts in the Gulf, where 
the Americans are establishing 
their presence, and the eviction 
of thousands of Jordanians and 
Palestinians from Kuwait, were 
not among the subjects on the 


A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily criticised those who use fire 
arms to express joy at weddings 
and said that despite the strict 
measures to stop this bad habit 
that causes tragedies, many peo- 
ple still do not respond to the 
needs of security in the country. 

Saleh Qallab said that only in 
Jordan this bad habit is adopted 
by the local communities, along 
with the bad habit of blowing die 
horns of their cars and beeping 
along the streets causing a great 
deal of nuisance to others. 

.The writer suggested that strict 
measures be taken to stop this 
bad habit which is harmful to the 
community in general. 


The writer questioned the wis- 
dom behind holding such meet- 
ings if they can not discuss topics 
of vital ix^pilbBaMofte A W> 
World. 


Columnist Mimes Al Razzaz 
said in Al Dnstour that one 
should not be surprised by 
Israel’s actions because the Arabs 


A columnist in Al Ra’i focused 
attention on the plight of private 
school teachers who receive tittle 
salary and are exposed to improp- 
er treatment by the school admi- 
nistration. 

Fakhri Kawar said that not 
only do these teachers receive 
lowsalaitlil^refy enough to pay 
for transport, but they are also 
denied the salary for the three 
month summer vacation. He 
urged the government to end this 
inhuman treatment of the 
teachers and ensure their rights. 


thm of. all the relevant route 
maps. We have, in Jodan evolved 
our dunking in this regard along 
the form of a. regional matrix. 
This can help identify priorities in 
a process for security and coop- 
eration in the region. A break- 
through in resolving the 
Palestmian-Israeli conflict can 
pave the way for a conference for 
security and cooperation in the 
Middle East (CSGME). We look 
at this as a process rather than a 
one time event. 

There are some who consider 
that thcr problems of the Middle 
East are too daunting to allow for 
such a process of security and 
cooperation as the CSCME. But 
it ought to be stressed that if 
there is a will there is a way. The 
challenges feeing political union 
in Europe are quite formidable. 
But this has not deterred the 
community from pursuing that 
aim including the controversial 
objective of a European defence 
policy. We aH saw how swiftly the 


mtarian order. Simultaneously 
with this effort, a three-stream 
interretigious dialogue has been 
conducted with the Vatican, in 
the United Kingdom and the 
Orthodox Centre of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Geneva. The dialogue has 
emphasised and built upon com- 
mon aspects and shared values 
and concerns for the three 
monotheistic faiths. 

However at this stage, we feel 
the urgency to reinforce our 
search for peace with a state-te- 
state effort and have thus called 
for a Helsinki-type a ppro a ch of a 
CSCME (a Conference for Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in the Mid- 
die East). 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A broadly defined security con- 
cept means tackling the root 
causes of conflict. The three 
dimensions of security (military, 
political, economic) must be ex- 
plicitly recognised. They interact 
dynamically with people, re- 
sources — environment and 
cultural identity in every part of 
onr globe, an effective search for 
peace requires a careful examina- 


southem flank of NATO into its 
southern front. 

In essence, many regions of the 
world face the challenge of recon- 
ciling security to the often con- 
flicting per c e p ti on s and aspira- 
tions of different peoples. Within 
that context, it has been rightly 
observed that the primary focus 
of security should be people and 
not states, nor the elite, the 
affluent or the more powerful. 

In talking about people, I firm- 
ly believe in the trilateral 
approach based on democracy/ 
security/prosperity for our re- 
gion. 

The politics and economics of 
despair have to be replaced by 
the political economy of peace 
and progress. Extremism and 
radicalism should be tackled by 
democratisation and freedom of 
expression. Imaginative 
approaches to arms control can 
promote security while at the 
same time diverting hundreds of 
billions of dollars towards socio- 
economic development. 

A conference on security and 
cooperation in the Middle East 
(CSCME) can (haw on the moral 
weight of the Helsinki process in 


Europe. I have on more than oa: 
occasion emphasised that the 
“Helsinki 34" are imepaBy inter- 
linked to the Middle East 
throught the triangle of energy, 

armaments and debt. The “Hel- 
sinki 34" are the main consumers 
of Middle East oil. its main sup- 
pliers of arms and its main credi- 
tors. It is no exaggeration to say 
that oil revenues in the Middle 
East have titerafly fueled the 
arms race, which in its turn has 
been largely behind the external 
debt crisis faced by many coun- 
tries in the region. Any effective 
consideration of arms control 
must therefore by necessity focus 
on the issues of energy and inde- 
btedness. For example, the re- 
cent proposal from Brussels for a 
European energy charter can pro- 
vide useful guidelines for tackling 
constructively the issue of energy 
in the Middle East. The prop- 
osed charter outlines three objec- 
tives for the European energy 
sector including Eastern Europe: 
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secondly safeguarding the en- 
vironment and thirdly efficiency 
of production. If these principles 
were applied in respect of Middle 
East energy, then a great con- 
tribution to peace and stability 
will be made. 


Ladies Gentlemen. 

“Your three-day gathering, 
according to the conference in- 
formation,” “is an attempt to 
address bow recent geo-political 
events present new opportunities 
for enhancing the role of the 
United Nations in the mainte- 
nance of international peace and 
security, and the promotion of 
economic and social develop- 
ment.” I believe that the role of 
the NGOs is a basic ingredient 
required for the successful ex- 
ploitation of these opportunities. 
NGO action can provide that 
much needed bridgehead to over- 
come the dichotomies I referred 
to earlier on. It is with this sense 
of apretiation and expectation 
that I wish you all the success in 
your endeavours. 


Thank you. 


Saudi Arabia 
responding 
cautiously to 
Iranian overtures 


By Mariam Isa 
Reuter 


MANAMA — Saudi Arabia is 
responding cautiously to Iranian 
overtures as the two Muslim riv- 
als work on a post-Gulf relation- 
ship to end years of mutual 
distrust. 

Diplomats in the region say 
revolutionary Iran and the con- 
servative Arab monarchy have 
both given top priority to their 
budding friendship — a result of 
Tehran's neutral stand during the 
Gulf war. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani has accepted 
an invitation to visit Saudi Ara- 
bia, just five months after the two 
states ended a three-year 
breach in relations. 

No date has been set but Mr. 
Rafsanjani will be the first Ira- 
nian head of state to visit Riyadh 
since the Islamic Revolution 
brought Shiite fundamentalists to 
power in 1979. 

Diplomats said the visit was a 
further sign of goodwill between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, the spir- 
itual leaders respectively of 
Islam's two main brandies — 
Sunni and Shiite. 

But they said it would take 
time before Saudi Arabia, which 
supported Iraq during its eight- 
year war with Iran, could over- 
come its traditional fears of Shiite 
fundamentalism. 


after 400 demonstrating pilgrims 
— mainly Iranians — died in 
clashes with Saudi security forces 
during the 19S7 pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

Iran then boycotted the annual 
pilgrimage to Islam's holiest 
shrines in protest at a Saudi ban 
on political rallies and at a system 
of quotas limiting the number of 
Iranian pilgrims. 

The boycott ended this year 
after Riyadh allowed 1 15.000 Ira- 
nians to attend and allowed them 
to hold a “meeting" in a secluded 
area. Everything went smoothly, 
officials said. 

The likelihood that foreign 
military powers will continue to 
play a role in Saudi Arabia and 
the other Gulf Arab states was 
another sticking point between 
the two Muslim powers, the di- 
plomats said. 


Tehran condemned Iraq's Aog. 
2 invasion of Kuwait while de- 



"It is a probing relationship," 
one senior Arab diplomat in the 
kingdom said. 

“The Golf crisis has created a 
new theatre where new things can 
be tested but any wrong move 
could create problems in the fu- 
ture.- The Saudis are being very 
cautious." he told Reuters. 

“The relationship is dearly im- 
proved bat there is still a lot of 
mutual suspicion and distrust — it. 
will take time before this 
changes. Saudi Arabia is still 
leery of Iranian ■ intentions." 
another Riyadh-based diplomat 
'said. 

The main obstacle was reli- 
gious differences between Sunnis 
and Shiites dating back centuries, 
the diplomats said. 

Saudi Arabia is the birthplace 
of Islam and home to Islam’s two 
holy cities, Mecca and Medina. 
The two countries cut ties soon' 


nounring the deployment of 
U.S. -led troops which forced 
Iraqis army out of the small but 
oil-rich emirate. 

Tehran has said it wants to be 
part of any GCC security 
airangements — a step privately 1 
viewed as premature by many 
officials m Saudi Arabia and in 
the other member states of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. 

The Saudi-dominated alliance, 
to help obviate Iranian objections 
at being excluded, shelved plans 
for a new regional defence pact in 
favour of bilateral arrangements 
with foreign powers, the diplo- 
mats said. 

.Tehran has condemned a plan- 
ned 10-year defence pact between 
Kuwait and the United States. 
Any similar agreement between 
Washington and Riyadh would be 
very low-key, the diplomats said. 

Oil policy was another area 
where Tehran and Riyadh, both 
members of the Organisation of 

/Xdc 6 ™ 1 ^ x P ort ' n 8 Countries 
(OPEC), do not see eve to. eye. 

Saudi Arabia favours raising 
the group’s production ceiling 
during the founh quarter of 1991 
to meet growing demand while 
Iran is against any increase m the 
ceding until crude prices have 
advarraid to OPECs target of $21 
per barrel. 
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Ensour hails outcome of Cairo talks 
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(CoHtimwd from page 1) 

the Soviet Union, to put an end 
to the immigration to the occu- 
pied Arab territories. The council 
also adopted another decision re- 
jecting and condemning the 
Israeli occupation of Syria’s 
Golan Heights. 

The council called for studying 
the situation - of the IraqLpeople 
and for malting every possible 
effort to provide the baric needs 
of the Iracp people and to end 
their suffering* 

Arab League Secretary Gener- 
al Bsmat Abdul Meguid said the 
counrii also reviewed other issues 
of common interests to the Arab 
Nation, including the Lebanese 
problem. The council, he said, 
voiced support, for Lebanon’s 
efforts, peace and 
On the ’ issue of Kuwaiti cap- 
tives in Iraq, the council re- 
quested the league’s secretariat to 


assist in finding an inter-Arab 
solution to this problem. 

. . On the Somali question, the 
counrii recommended that efforts 
be pursued to restore security and 
stability to that country. It further 
called for proriding food and 
medicine to Somalia to help it 
through its current crisis. 

At a press conference after the 
meeting, Dr. Abdul Meguid said 
the council stressed the import- 
ance of forging closer coopera- 
tion with Africa, with a view to 
developing Arab- African coop- 
eration into a model for coopera- 
tion between countries of the 
South. 

On proposed amendments to 
the Arab League Charter, Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said that Libya 
and Qatar had joined a seven- 
member committee entrusted 
.with discussing, the amendments 
to the charter and to establish a 
higher Arab court of justice. 


Abed Rabbo sets up own group 


(Continued from page 1) 

intellectual pluralism as our organisa- 
tional basis,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said, 
adding that Mr. Hawatmeh’s rfingHig 
to the Marxist thinkin g was a major 
difference between the two. 

He explained that his breakaway 
group considers itself “a nationalist, 
democrats and progressive for all the 
sou and daughter* of Palestine, re- 
gardless of their soda! and rcEgioas 
trends. And this does not conflict 
with our »™i»r trends " 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, however, held 
out an olive branch to his rival and 
called for a face-to-face dialogue to 
resolve the pending differences in a 
“democratic and civilised” manner. 

“We are completely willing to re- 
solve the differences based on demo- 
cratic and civilised means by sitting 
together face to face to end existing 


differences,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

He noted that other Palestinian 
' parties and prominent personalities, 
including Mr. Arafat and Dr. 
Habash, had tried in vain to mediate 
the rift. ' 

“Each of us has bis role and it is not 
oar business at all to continue onr 
differences with our brother Nayefs 
group or any other national Palesti- 
nian parties. We believe that this is a 
waste of our national efforts and 
capabilities,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

The Amman DFLP conference, 
where a parallel conference took 
place in the occupied territories, re- 
sulted in political resolutions concern- 
ing the Palestine question that con- 
form with the official PLO position. 
The conference resolutions, Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said, win be submitted 
to the PNC session in Algien on Sept. 
23. 


Arab coordination talks - deferred 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied territories and the rec- 
ognition of the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to independent state- 
hood. 

“We believe that we all agree 
that there is a need to secure 
international guarantees” before 
the peace confer en ce starts, Mr. 
Abed Rabbo noted. 

.Egypt, which had initial re- 
servations over the proposal, 
agreed to attend the Arab meet- 
ing in talks with senior .PLO 
officials earlier this month and 
reaffirmed its position to the. 
Jordanian foreign minister, 
Abdulla Ensour, who met with 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa in 
Cairo last week. 

But, “Syria's position is that, 
while it is willing to participate in 
the crucial meeting, it will be 
premature to engage in inter- 
Arab exereises before Israel 
announces its acceptance or non- 
acceptance of the peace confer- 
ence,” an informed source tokl 
the Jordan 1111105 . 

Syrian leaders, in talks with 
other Arab and Palestinian lead- 
ers, . are pointing out that “a 
declaration of the Palestinian . 
position on representation and 
Israeli acceptance of the Palesti- 
nian representation are crucial to 
convening the peace confer- 
ence,” die source said. 

Apparently, the Syrian lead-, 
ership, which remains at odds 
with the PLO leadership .under 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, does 
not want to engage in reconcilia- 
tion contacts with the PLO prior 
to firmly establishing that the 
peace c onf erence is going to take 
place. 

The declaration of the Palesti- 
nian position is expected at the 
PNC meeting scheduled to be 


convened in Algiers on Sept. 23, 
and Israeli acceptance to attend 
tiie peace conference is seen to . 
hinge on whether the PLO agrees 
to the Jewish state's demand that 
rally non-PLO Palestinians and 
no Arab East Jerusalem Palesti- 
nians attend the parley as nego- 
tiators. 

Amman and Cairo are the sug- 
gested venues for the Arab coor- 
dination talks, other sources told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

“Egypt had been ex p ress in g 
reservations over the issue, but 
last week's contacts have cleared 
the way for the meeting,” said 
one source, noting that President 
Mubarak and Chairman Arafat 
met in Libya two weeks ago and 
senior PLO official Faronk Qad- 
douirti held talks with Foreign 
Minister Musa in Cairo last week. 

None of the sources, who 
spoke to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity, could 
definitely affirm the level of rep- 
resentation at the planned gather- 
ing in Cairo, hurt most expected 
foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Egypt, Syria and Lebanon as wcO 
as Mr. Qaddoumi, head of the 
PLO Political Department, 
would attend. 

Dr. Ensour, in remarks after 
meeting Mr. Mubarak and Mr. 
Musa in Cairo Wednesday on the 
fringes of an Arab League Coun- 
cil session, said that the president 
“re affir med the importance of 
conducting speedy negotiations 
among Arab experts and mnris- 
ters so that a collective Arab 
stand can be adopted” before the 
October peace conference. 

The Arab League Council also 
called for a meeting of the Arab 
parties involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Mr. Qadduomi was quoted as 
saying after his talks with Mr. 
Musa: “We can say that coor- 
dination has been achieved.” 


Scientists still learning from Mt. Pinatubo 


By Jon Miller 

CLARK AIR BASE, THE PHI- 
LIPPINES — Ml Pinatubo has 
simmered down, but the mood 
inside the volcano-monitoring 
station is electric: 18km firom the 
mountain's crater, seismometers 
jiggle, computers purr, tele- 
phones ring mid videotapes flick- 
er. Tom Casadevall, in shorts, a 
baseball cap and T-shirt, dashes 
from person to person, asking 
questions, clapping his hands, 
speaking words of encourage- 
ment. 

The reason for the excitement? 
Scientific ground is being broken. 
And when volcanologists break 
ground, that's good news for the 
millions of people worldwide who 
live around the corner from some 
of nature’s most terrifying neigh- 
bours. “In terras of impact on a 
human population, this volcano is 
dearly, by far, the major event of 
■modern times,” says Casadevall, 
a 44-year-old gas emissions ex- 
pert with the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Vol- 
cano Hazards programme. “It’s 
also the largest eruption we’ve 
ever observed with instruments.' 
It has supported a lot of what 
we've learned at other volcanoes, 
and it has filled in some impor- 
tant gaps.” 

Never before has so much data 
been gathered on such a large 
volcano. Thanks in part to power- 
ful new computer technology, the 
mountain, shrouded day and 
night in mist and ash, has been a 
living, bubbling, steaming labora- 
tory for scientists wanting to learn 
more about how volcanoes work 
— and how to. help save 
thousands of lives in the process. 
Mt. Pinatubo, which erupted re- 
peatedly from April to July, was 
the fourth largest volcanic event 
of the century, spewing some four 
to six billion cubic metres of ash 
and stone onto the heavily popu- 
lated region around its base. The 
physical and economic damage 
has been incalculable. Ash fall 
and mudflows have completely 
transformed the landscape, wip- 


ing out farms and businesses, 
destroying roads and bridges, 
crippling a huge American air 
base, and displacing thousands of 
tribal people who had lived for 
centuries on the mountain's fore- 
sted slopes. 

But the relatively small cost in 
human represents a tremendous 
victory for the Philippines geolog- 
ists and civil defense personnel, 
who led evacuation efforts, and 
for American volcanologists who 
arrived in April with sophisti- 
cated equipment and extensive 
international experience. The 
death toll from the eruption is 
still under 500; compare that to 
the 25,000 who died in mudflows 
caused by the smaller, eruption of 
Nevada del Ruiz in the Col- 
ombian Andes in 1985. 

“Mt. Pinatubo was a dramatic 
success story," says Mr. 
Casadevall, an affable and 
energetic man who has worked 
on volcanoes in half a dozen 
countries. “The number of build- 
ings that collapsed alone should- 
have caused a greater number of 
fatalities than we actually had. 
People tend to cluster indoors 
during an ashfall. The same goes 
with the mudflows. But people 
were informed, arid knew when 
to get out.” 

Mr. Casadevall, who came at 
the invitation of the Philippines 
government, says the key to the 
success at Pinatubo was twofold: 
first, scientists understand better 
than ever what is happening 
kilometres beneath the surface of 
the earth, and second, they have 
learned to communicate that 
understanding to the population 
at large. The second point is in 
many ways the most important. 
When Nevada del Ruiz erupted,, 
volcanologists had a fairly good 
idea of what was in store. They 
had drawn up maps showing 
where mudflows were likely to 
go, and they had outlined the 
other hazards. Their warnings 
were sent to the local' govern- 
ment, and even published in the 
newspaper. But the people in die 
area weren't convinced. Almost 


all the fatalities occurred in mudf- 
lows that had been anticipated by 
the geologists. 

Mt. Pinatubo has been a shot in 
the arm for the tight-knit interna- 
tional volcanology community. 
Geologists fear nothing more 
than a repeat of the Nevada del 
Ruiz fiasco in a major population 
center. Mt. Vesuvius in Italy, Mt. 
Merapi in Indonesia, Mt. Fuji in 
Japan and Mt. Pichincha in 
Ecuador are all in extremely de- 
nsely populated areas. Alt Mr. 
Casadevall says, are “time 
bombs.” All. he hopes, will be 
less deadly because of the lessons 
learned in the past few months at 
Mt. Pinatubo. 

Most of the fatalities from Mt. 
Pinatubo occurred during the 
ashfall caused by the single big- 
gest eruption in mid-June. A 
number of people died after the 
eruption when volcanic materials 
and gas came cascading down the 


mountainside, and more were kil- 
led in mudflows brought on by 
heavy rains. The death tol! con- 
tinues to mount as evacuees suc- 
cumb to disease in overcrowded 
relocation centers. Ironically, 
more Americans disease in over- 
crowded relocation centers. Iro- 
nically, more Americans were at 
risk from the eruption of Mt. 
Pinatubo than have ever been 
threatened by a volcanic erup- 
tion. All American volcanoes are 
in sparesly populated national 
parks or forests. But more than 
25,000 Americans lived on or 
around Clark Air Base and Subic 
Bay Naval Station, both of which 
were very much within Pinatubo's 
danger zone. 

The proximity of the bases was 
a lucky break for the more than 
one million Filipinos in the area. 
Washington gave the USGS un- 
precedented support — from 
helicopters to radar facilities to 


on-base housing. The American 
geologists brought expensive se- 
ismometers and other equipment. 
And, working closely with their 
Filipino counterparts, they got to 
test a set of a powerful new 
computer programmes that 
turned out to be ideally suited to 
developing countries like the Phi- 
lippines. 

“This is really the first eruption 
where we've relied so heavily on 
the personal computer," explains 
Mr. Casadevall. “If one of those 
computers had broken down, we 
could have found a replacement 
within an hour. Personal compu- 
ters don’t need air conditioning, 
they are rugged, they can be 
bought on the local market. And 
the software can literally be car- 
ried in a scientist's briefcase.” 

The USGS, which has access to 
huge main-frame computers at its 
monitoring sites in the United 
States, found that the “Willie Lee 



With the help of new computer programmes, 
volcano expert Tom Casadevall probes Mt. Pinatu- 


bo’s eruption at a study centre 18 kilometres from 
the mountain. 


System,” designed for the per- 
sonal computer by a USGS spe- 
cialist, was extremely useful for 
processing the information trans- 
mitted by seismometres placed at 
strategic sites around the volca- 
no. A newer USGS system, de- 
signed to be used on a S200 
notebook computer, is expected 
to be even more powerful. 

Mr. Casadevall, who says he is 
doing more coordination than sci- 
ence at the Pinatubo station, is 
particularly interested in aviation 
safety during volcanic eruptions. 
He was an organizer and resource 
person at an emergency confer- 
ence in July in Seattle that was; 
attended by representatives of 
airlines, governments and 
affected industries from twa 
dozen countries. He says the Phi- 
lippines government should be 
commended for its rapid and 
level-headed response to the 
ashfall that blanketed Manila on 
June 15. It was the first time a. 
major international airport any- 
where has bad to deal with signifi- 
cant quantities of ash. Just a week 
after a typhoon deposited a thick 
layer of gray powder on the capit- 
al runways were clear and planes- 
were in the air — an impress- 
ive feat, Mr. Casadevall says. 

He notes that every volcano is 
different, and there is no way to 
predict exactly what will happen' 
— or when — once a sleeping; 
mountain wakes. But every well- 
observed eruption erases a little 
of the mystery. The next several 
months will be spent sifting 
through data, refining ways of 
classifying eruptions, of measur- 
ing mudflows, of processing seis- 
mic evidence. Perhaps more im- 
portant, volcanologists from 
around the world, with a tittle 
more experience under their 
belts, will get together and swap 
stories about wbat went right and 
what went wrong. “We’re trying 
to get a dear sense of just what 
happened,” Mr. Casadevall says, 
early in what will be another 
15-hour workday. “It's still an 
incredibly dynamic situation” — 
World News Link. 


S hamir Ignores Bush’s threat 


(Coutinned from page 1) 

soon as possible.” be said. “I 
hope the United States will find 
an appropriate way to give us this 
aid.” 

Mr. Shamir reaffirmed that 
Israel was wilting to attend Mid- 
dle East peace talks whether or 
not it received the loan guaran- 
tees. 

He said be expected the prop- 
osed conference to last only one 
or two days and to consist of a 
series of speeches, after which 
Israel would negotiate separately 
with each of hi Arab neighbours 
without any external party parti- 
cipating. 

An unsmiling Shamir at the 
airport again refused to directly 
comment on Mr. Bush’s state- 
ment, but made clear he expects 
Jewish lobbyists to ignore tire 
president’s opposition and step 
up pr ess ure on Congress for im- 
mediate approval of die aid. 

“I have not to express any 
opinion about it,” Mr. Shamir 
said. “The Jewish leaden and all 
our friends in the U.S. are decid- 
ing these problems on their 
own.” 

Mr. Bush has opposed Israel’s 
crash bufldmg programme in the 
occupied Arab territories. He has 
wanted that farther U.S. aid to. 
Israel now could undermine his 
efforts to convene the peace con- 
ference tentatively planned for 


October. 

Mr. Shamir praised the lob- 
bying of pro-Israeli gronps, 
whose last major battle with a 
U.S. president was their unsuc- 
cessful 1981 attempt to block the 
sale of AWACS surveillance air- 
craft to Saudi Arabia. 

But this confrontation — with 
Israel openly calling for its sup- 
porters in Congress to ignore the 
wishes of a popular president — 
conld develop into the most bitter 
U.S. -Israeli straggle since 
Washington opposed Israel’s 
1956 Suez invasion. 

Police Minister Roni MHo, a 
dose ally of Mr. Shamir, said 
earlier pro-Israeli forces in 
Washington should be streng- 
thened. 

“We have to stand on this 
position, be very aggressive, ex- 
plain our position well and if we 
do dial 1 think we’ll succeed,” 
Mr. MHo tokl Israel Radio. 

The U.S.-Israeli confrontation 
is certain to dominate talks when 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker comes next week seeking 
Israeli and Palestinian agreement 
to the proposed peace talks. 

The funds raised through the 
loan guarantees, already counted 
in Israel's 1992 budget, would go 
for unspecified government 
spending. 

Palestinians, angered by U.S. 
aid to Israel, fear the loans would 
finance Mr. Shamir’s drive to 


tighten Israel’s grip on the occu- 
pied territories by moving more 
Jews into the area. 

Although Israel says it does not 
use U.S. aid in the occupied 
territories, it frees Israel to spend 
other funds there. 

Mr. Shamir has vowed to con- 
tinue settling Jews in the occu- 
pied territories and opposition 
Member of Parliament Dedi 
Zucker said this week the number 
would double by the end of 1992. 

The right-wing Jerusalem Post, 
a solid supporter of Mr. Shamir, 
accused Mr. Bush of “extortion” 
by linking loan guarantees to 
Middle East peace. 

However, opposition Member 
of Parliament Yossi Sarid called 
Israel’s lobbying assault on Con- 
gress a “vulgar mistake,” that 
could backfire into anti-Israeli 
feeling among Americans. 

“Even if Israel wins, it will lose 
this war,” Mr. Sarid told array 
radio. 


Newspapers warned of growing 
conflict between Israel and the 
United States. 

The Hebrew daily Hadashot 
called Mr. Bush’s remarks “a 
declaration of war.” and the mass 
circulation Yedioth Ahronoth 
said the Americans had “taken 
off their gloves.” 

Health Minister Ehud Olmert 
said he was “disappointed by the 
position” taken by Mr. Bush. 

“For the first time a president 
of a friendly nation — especially 
the United States which was at 
the forefront of efforts to prom- 
ote the emigration of Soveit Jews 
— now adopts a position that 
until this day only Arab states 
dared to take,” Mr. Olmert said. 

“That is, there must be linkage 
between the realisation of im- 
migration and the political issues 
that stand between us and the 
Arab states," he said. “This link- 
age is the grave thing.” 


No date set for peace parley 


(Continued from page 1) 

tiations and discussions publicly.” 
Mr. Baker refused to say 
whether Arab states had told 
Washington they would not 
attend a peace conference if the 
loan guarantee request was 
approved. 

“What we're saying is we do 
not want to link the issue. We 
think it would operate against the 


prospects for peace because these 
are indeed very divisive issues ... 
they are issues that we have said 
we think need to be resolved at 
the negotiating table and not 
before,” Mr. Baker said. 

“So we say people who want to 
push these issues now and create 
a public and divisive debate about 
them are themselves creating 
linkage and that is detrimental to 
peace,” he added. 


Germany pledges further moves 


(Continued from page 1) 


"We look with importance “upon 
this problem and we will highlight the 
problems faring Jordan in the water 
conference scheduled to take place 
(in Instanbul) in November,” Mr. 
Spngner said. 

In a meeting with Mr. Spragner 
Wedneday. Tourism Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti called on Germany to 
resume Lufthanza flights to Jordan 
now that the Gulf crisis has ended. 
Mr. KabaritTs request was nude dur- 
ing a visit to Umm Qais by the 


German minister. While welcoming 
him. Mr. Kabariti praised Jordanian- 
German relations and called for 
further improving ties. 

He pointed out that Germany’s 
contributions to Jordan did not only 
cover development projects but also 
infrastructure projects and services. 
He noted that Germany’s contribu- 
tions to restoring antiquities and his- 
toric^ sites in Jordan showed Ger- 
many’s interest in Jordan's present, 
past and futare. 

He voiced hope that such interest 
wfll continue in the service of both 
countries. 


SLA fire kills UNIFIL soldier 


(Continued from page 1) 

the countries and families of the 
victims,” he said. 

The shooting took place in the 
coastal village of N aqoura at the 
headquarters of UNIFIL. 

It was about 500 metres from 
the place where Israel handed the 
bodies of nine Lebanese guerril- 
las to the Red Cross Wednesday 

Israel and Lebanese security 
sources said the attackers were 
chased ashore by Israeli gun- 
boats. 

“The SLA started firing and 
that’s when all the casualties took 
place,” said Mr. Goksel. 

The Israeli army’s account said 
the guerrillas started the shoot- 
ing. 

“After the exchange of fire it 
became clear the terrorists had 


taken U.N. soldiers ... hostage. 
As a result of the exchange of 
fire, a man from the U.N. was 
apparently killed and four others 
wounded,” it said. 

Asked about the Israeli version 
Mr. Goksel told Reuters: “There 
is no doubt in our minds that the 
SLA had more than ample in- 
formation that there were prison- 
ers held there. 

“We told them several times 
U.N. soldiers had been taken 
hostage ... we were telling the 
SLA and passing messages to the 
(Israeli army) we were there and 
please don’t fire.” 

He said UNIFIL told the 
Israeli army that soldiers were 
held hostage and urged no firing 
in the area at 7:45 a.m. The first 
shots were fired at 8:33 a.m. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
J t THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHl 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES; AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE', TICKETS 
AND ,' RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONSJ 

TEL 604876 604696 ' 



Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent andj, 
sale - furnished or unfor-l 
rtshed. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

|For farther dotailt, plp***| 



*'• Ttefirst that 
^CWnwetataurant 
/i- fn Jordan - ; 

1st Circle, Jaba) Amman, near 
- ' Ahfyy^t GMs School 

. Open daily 12.-00-3:30 

p.m . ' 

7:00 - Midnight \ 

ToL§ 3 $ 9 U ' 



< J^ca jdq^\^/ 4 i/ 

Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

ftaiiaji shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes Jighters, 
watches # pens, 
silverware; " 
porcelain,, 
crystalware etc. - 


Shmetsani • Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


f CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
- State, near Kilo- — 
Supermarket 

MongoMan Barbeque for 
" Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

. Come and taste our 
_ specialities 
. Open daily l£00- 3:30 

-pzm. •. - 

v -6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
T .Hoor Servicb • 

£jievdop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO 

30 % 


photo 


From molar go- 

mt 20 x 30 


Shmdsani 
Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




Special OriiHse Foods 
SUM Mmm Chefs 

\Opca 1L30&30 A 6.-Q0-11-J0 rfgfly| 

Tuft* uny I* m sa Bi d M a 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
fTwTwHB. Arnold 

8 Mt Tented 



& 


f* 

f &** 

k-v 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


m 


DD 


Q5E 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 


MOVING ? . 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. - 

Call the friendly^ 
professionals on : 
660507 or 6605081 

ARAMEX— I 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service “ 

Air, Sea and Land 


or ihc Vst vro Jordon 


The ^. ern fircus 



I The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
roomJ 


IIAKOTEL 

llJLMjIllS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.tf : Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
' Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For; 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Russia* 


Two sham adoy at SJO and 8J0 p.m \ 

TLtAlAk - the L/mvermy 

Hotpital bridge 



t/ 




The Regency Palace Hotel 


LOUNGE 








Defensive changes give 
Spurs early- season boost 


ONDON (R) — English first 
^vision Tottenham, seeking sta- 
bility on and off the field after the 
turmoil caused by their massive 
debts, are receiving an eariy- 
season lift from the influence of 
new manager Peter Shreeves. 

Shreeves, who took over when 
Terry Venables switched from 
coach to managing director as 
part of a takeover to save the 
ailing London -dub, has made 
bold defensive changes that have 
paid off with encouraging league 
form. 

Spurs go into Saturday's first 
division match at home to city 
rivals Queen’s Park Rangers with 
three wins and only one defeat in 
'their opening five matches — a 
■ sequence owing much to greater 
resiliance at the back. 

Club captain Gary Mabbutt 
believes the strengthening of his 
side's previously shaky defence 
could be the key to a genuine title 
challenge this season. 

The improvement has followed 
Shreeves' decision to replace 
Norwegian goalkeeper Erik 


Thorstvedt with 19-year-old Ian 
Walker and convert striker Paul 
Stewart to a midfielder. 

Mabutt said: “People have 
criticised our defence in the past 
and said it was a weakness that 
stopped us becoming champions, 
but I think we look a different 
proposition now.” 

Shreeves said: “The ability of 
Paul Stewart as a holding player 
in midfield has bencfitted our 
defence, and Walker is in tip-top 
form. He has given me a nice 
problem because I have to choose 
between a boy who has kept three 
clean sheets and an experienced 
international.'’ 

Leeds, one of only two dubs 
still unbeaten in the first division, 
defend their record away to 
Chelsea with Engaind pair Tony 
Dorigo and David Batty fit after 
minor injuries suffered in the 1-0 
defeat by Germany Wednesday. 

Left-back Dorigo, who pays his 
first visit to Chelsea since his £13 
milli on ($2.2 million) transfer 
from the London chib last May, 


has recovered from a bruised 
foot, while midfielder Batty has 
responded to treatment for a 
“dead leg.’’ 

Striker Rod Wallace is out with 
a groin injury which needs an 
operation, so midfielder Steve 
Hodge looks set to play his first 
foil game since his move from 
Nottingham Forest in July. 

Leaders Manchester United, 
the other side still unbeaten, 
await fitness reports on Soviet 
international Andrei Kanchelslris 
and England defender Paul Par- 
ker before naming the ride to face 
Southampton away. 

Kancfaelskis limped off last 
Saturday against Norwich with a 
recurrence of an achifles injury 
that had kept him out of the 
previous four games. 

Manager Alex Ferguson said: 
“Ranch elskis is 90 per cent fit. 
Paul Parker got a slight knock on 
the leg in the England game 
Wednesday but should be okay. 1 
will have a look at both players 
again tomorrow.” 


U.S. trying to build Olympic basketball 
team that will never be forgotten 


NEW YORK (AP) — They like 
Mike. And Larry. And Magic. 

USA basketball is trying to 
build a U.S. Olympic team that 
wiU never be forgotten. 

The selection committee is 
looking for a dream team — led 
by Magic Johnson, Michael Jor- 
dan and Larry Bird — that 
couldn't be matched after the 
novelty of NBA players in the 
Olympics wears off and the pros- 
pect of a hot summer in a 
cramped Athletes’ Village dis- 
courage prospective players. 

“It would be so editing having 
a team with those three,” Bird’s 
lawyer. Bob Woolf, said. “It 
would never be forgotten.” 
Johnson, Charles Barkley and 
Karl Malone haven’t wavered in 
their desire to play since 1989 
when the door opened for Olym- 
pic participation by NBA players. 


and it’s impossible to imagine 
that all-NBA players would not 
be invited. 

Nice start. Those three and the 
college guys who went to the Pan 
Am Games might be enough to 
bring home the gold from Barce- 
lona. 

But from that beginning, a 
ODce-in-a-lifetime dub that also 
indudes Jordan, Bird, Patrick, 
Ewing, John Stockton, Scottie 
Pippen, Chris Mulhn and David 
. Robinson reooitedly is set. 

C.M. Newton, chairman of the 
13-man selection committee, said 
for now the committee is working 
from a pool of top players, 'deter- 
mining the degree of each play- 
er's interest. 

“Our desire is no different than 
ever before,” Newton said, “and 
that’s to put together the best 
possible team that can be put 


together. But the uniqueness of 
this being the first time for NBA 
players is there.” 

Jordan certainly would be the 
.biggest cat ch for the wi mmitTw- , and 
Johnson and Barkley have press- 
ured their Chicago Bulb rival to 
join the dob. Despite reports that 
Jordan has agreed to play in 
Spain, his management group in- 
sists a decision hasn’t been made. 

“Michael’s status hasn’t 
changed — he’s undedded,” Pro- 
se rv spokesman Ted Ewandw 
said. “Because of time con- 
straints. the feet he played in the 
Olympics in 1984 and hb desire 
not to take a spot from a deserv- 
ing player who never was in the 
Olympics." 

“I ten him that we can do 
something that could be truly 
great,” Johnson said of hb con- 
versations with Jordan. 


Piggott aiming for 30th classic victory 


DONCASTER. England (R) — 
Remarkable 55-year-old. Lester 
Piggott. partners 5-1 Jtjiird 
favourite Micheletti in Saturday's 
St. Leger. final dassic of the 
English flat raring season, and 
the form book says he can win. 

.Piggott enjoyed 29 dassics suc- 
cesses before retiring in 1985. 
Another major victory would 
give the 11-times former cham- 
pion a record-equalling ninth Le- 
ger triumph and hb first classic 
since his dramatic return to the 
turf 11 months ago. 

Piggott’s 41 winners this season 
include two vintage performances 
at Doncaster Thursday, second 
day of the Leger meeting. 

Most race fens can readily re- 
call his most recent Leger success 
in. 1984 when Commanche Run 
gave everything up the long, 
punishing Doncaster Straight. 

Less will remember St. Paddy 
winning the 1960 event for the 
late Sir Noel Murless, Piggott's 
first Leger win. 

- The burden of re-writing the 
record books falls on the least 
experienced runner in the 10- 
strong field. 

But Micheletti, owned by 
Charles St. George and trained 
by Henry Cedi — two of Pig- 


gott’s oldest friends — b just the 
so# of improving and late- 
deyeiqping colt to win thb 14-^i 
furlongs (2.9 kms) test. Some rain 
would help hb cause. 

Unsighted on a racecourse un- 
til July but unbeaten in hb three 
races since. Micheletti. a half 
brother to 1989 Leger winner 
Michelozzo, has been working 
particularly well at home. 

Piggott deserted Royal Ascot 
winner Saddlers’ Hall to team up 
with hb old friends, the men who 
provided him with hb comeback 
ride last year. 

The two horses preferred 
ahead of Micheletti are French 
Raider Toulon (3-1) and Corrupt 
(4-1). 

The pair started 4-1 joint 
favourites for the Epsom Derby 
in June but flopped badly behind 
.Generous, who goes for the Prix 
de l’Arc De Triomphe early next 
month. 

Both have won since Epsom 
and look sure to give a much 
better account of themselves. 
Toulon, owned by Prince Khalid 
Abdullah, will have the benefit of 
champion jockey Pat Eddery on 
board. 

Conupt b a tough performer 
on hb day but trainer Neville 


Callaghan and jockey Frankie 
Dettori have still to win a classic. 

Paul Cole, trainer of Generous 
and last year’s Leger winner, the 
unattractively named Snurge. re- 
lies on 6-1 chance Fly Away 
Soon. 

The Colt b another who has 
improved all season, but some of 
bb racing has been on the all- 
weather surface at Lingfield. a 
more usual venue for the sport's 
lesser lights. 

Best of the outriders may be 
Jahafil (14-1), disappointing ear- 
lyin the season but a useful win- 
ner at Goodwood last time out 
when tried over a longer distance. 

The Colt’s trainer Dick Hem 
has won the Leger six times and 
jockey Willie Carson three. 


Athletics meet organisers try ; 
to contain rising fees of sportsmen 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
While athletes push their physical 
limits ever further, some track 
stars are discovering the financial 
limits of meet organisers. 

“Some have jiist become too 
greedy," said Witfried Meert, the ' 
organiser of Friday’s Ivo Van 
Damme Memorial, after dismis- 
sing the demands of the Santa 
Monica Track Club, which in- 
cludes injured Cart Lewb and 
Leroy Burred. - 

In a gradual shift from amiable 
handshake deals with athletes ea- 
ger to make an extra buck 15 
years ago, people like Meert now 
face a shield of calculating agents 
frying to make the most out of an 
athlete's short career. 

For the 15th edition of the 
memorial, both sides came up 
empty-handed. 

Meert said Santa Monica man- 
ager Joe Douglas asked for more 
than $100,000 for seven of hb 
athletes, travel and hotel costs 
excluded. 

“It did not even include Lewb, 
so we bad to say: Sony, it would 
be a $115,000 joke,” Meert said 
in an interview. 

After Lewb called off, “not a 
soul was asking for the other 
Santa Monica members,” be said. 

After the snub, Douglas told 
officials at a meeting in Italy’s 
Rieti “that he would never come 
back to Brussels and that he 
would make sure Lewis did like- 
wise,” said Meert. 

Standing their ground does not 
come easily for track meet orga- 
nisers who compete with one 



Carl Lewis 


another for the best starting fist in 
the short summer season. Thb 
has sent prices through die roof. 

In 1988, organisers from Brus- 
sels, Zurich and Cologne joined 
forces to resist the demands of 
hurdler Edwin Moses and sprin- 
ter Florence Griffith- Joiner, who 
asked $30,000 and 25,000 respec- 
tively. 

Meert thought he had a deal 
going again with Cologne this 
year not to cede to Douglas' 
demands, but market principles 
got in the way. 

“Cologne also said the de- 
mands were excessive for a group 
without Lewb,” he said. But 
lacking other crowd pullers, one 
of the main sponsors said “we are 
not paying so much money if 
none of the stars shows up,” 
according to Meert. 

“So they came back on their 


decision.” 

The first memorial, 15 years 
ago, was staged for $115,000, or 
the asking price of the appear- 
ance of a depleted Santa Monica 
Club. 

Friday's memorial — one of 
the year’s best-attended meets 
costs more than $1 mflBon winch 
Pales compares to the most pre- 
stigious event in Europe, Zurich's 
Weftklasse, which has a budget of 
' some $235 million. . 

But there b no dearth of talent 
following the World Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo. 

Mike Powell, who set a new 
record in the tong jump, b the 
man of the moment. Almost- 
overnight his price soared from 
four digits to more than $25,000. 

“As far as my appearance fee is 
concerned, if s going up,” Powell 
said. 


IAAF chief makes no secret of ambition 


TOKYO (R) — Primo Nebiolo, 
the controversial Italian who 
heads world athletics, makes no 
secret of hb vaulting ambition. 

Since he was elected president 
of the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) in 
1981, the 68-year-old Turin 
lawyer has doggedly pursued a 
dream in which athletics takes 
over from soccer as the world’s 
premier sport. 

So it was with considerable 
satisfaction that Nebiolo 
announced the third World 
Championships had attracted 171 
countries. 

“This is the biggest number of 
countries 'that have taken part, 
not only in the athletics cham- 
pionships, but also in -any sports 
event in-the world,” be- tokl a 
news conference. - 

It all seems an age since 
Nebiolo took over the federation 
to find just three full-time staff in 
the London headquarters. 

Now there are 50 in London 
and a further five in Rme as the 
sport has grown and the number 
of championships proliferated. 

Athletics,. which did not stage 
its own world championships un- 
til 1983, will now have one every 
two yean after a recent IAAF 
congress decision. 

The regular competitions now 
include such events as world race 
walking cups and the women’s 
world 15-km road championship. 


Not only has the sport 
mushroomed but so have the 
fortunes amassed by a few fortun- 
ate mdxviduals since it west pro- 
fessional in 1983. 

Carl Lewb, the leading sprinter 
and long jumper in the Nebiolo 
era, b a millionaire and many 
lesser names will never have to 
work in a regular job when they 
retire. 

Third World countries are also 
delighted at the amount of 
money the IAAF b devoting to 
development programmes in na- 
tions where the sport sometimes 
struggles to survive. 

Nebiolo can point with justifi- 
able pride to his achievements in 
sports administration since he held 
i the. ppst of presidrafof flic Uni- 


versity Sports Club of Turin 38 
years ago. 

Besides his position as IAAF 
president, be b also president of 
the Association of Summer Inter- 
national Olympic Federations 
and he has helped organise a 
succession of major sporting 
events. 

But critics believe hb successes 
have been at the expense of the 
credibility of a sport, badly tar- 
nished in recent years by a series 
of drag OT*T»rfai^ 

They point to the 1987 Rome 
World Championships when offi- 
cials tried to fix the long jump by 
deliberately mis-measuring a 
jump of Giovanni Evangeiisti 
which gave the Italian. the bronze 
medal. ' ; 

•~«V ■ .*/•' 1 | 


Nepali athlete, coach 
missing after Tokyo games 


TOKYO (R) — A Nepali 
marathon runner and hb coach 
were missing after taking part in 
the World Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo, Officials said 
Friday. 

Officials of the championship 
organising committee said they 
were informed by the Nepal 
Athletics Association Wednesday 
night that runner Krishna Baha- 


dur Basnet and hb coach, Nar 
Bahadur Dahal Basnet, had not 
yet returned home. 

The Japanese officials said the 
two men appeared not to have 
taken their planned flight from 
Japan after checking out of a 
Tokyo Hotel on Sept. 2. 

The 32-year-old runner 
finished 31st in die Sept. 1 men’s 
marathon final . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 991 TrtOun, Mata Same**, tie 


THE MOYSIAN FIT 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 5 
7753 

v A 7 6 5 4 

* K J 


EAST 
* J 10 7 2 
7’ J 10 9 
Q3 

4 Q 10 8 4 


West 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


WEST 
4K4 
7Q864 
v K J 10 9 8 
* 9 B 

SOUTH 
* 9 8 6 3 
7AK2 
v 2 

* A 78 3 2 
The bidding: 

North East South 

1 v Pass 1 ♦ 

2 * Pass 4 0 

4 * Pam Pass 

Opening lead: Four of # 

There is a school that believes in 
always showing a four-card major in 
response to a minor-suit opening, 
regardless of the strength or distri- 
bution of the responding hand. Usu- 
ally, part of the •'artnership 
agreement is that the major suit 
cannot be raised without four -card 
support However, the 4-3 major fit 

can be a potent weapon, and the late 
Sonny Moyse was a resolute cham- 
pion of that combined holding. 

Obviously, North-South had no 
such restriction. When South re- 
sponded one spade to the one -dia- 


mond opening bid. North had no 
hesitation in raising to two spades. 
South’s diamond jump showed a 
singleton, and the result was a hairy 
four-spade contract. 

From the bidding. West deduced 
that North-South might be relying 
on scoring tricks with ruffs, so that 
defender got off to the good lead of a 
low trump away from the king. 
Since the contract was going no- 
where if the king of spades was with 

Bast, declarer took the finesse. After 

c a s hing the ace of diamonds, declar- 
er ruffed a diamond in band, cashed 
the king and ace of clubs and led 
another chib. 

If West ruffed with the king of 
spades, declarer would have discard- 
ed a heart from dummy, so West 
discarded a heart The dub was 
raffed, the ace and king of hearts 
were cashed and another dub was 
led, ruffed with the ace as West dis- 
carded another heart 

Declarer had now taken the first 
nine tricks. When a diamond was 
led from dununy. East had to ruff 
with the ten to prevent declarer 
from scoring the eight as the fulfill- 
ing trick. Declarer discarded a heart 
and, when East shifted to a bean. 
South ruffed with the eight West 
overruffed and was down to nothing 
but diamonds. On the forced return 
of that suit, declarer had to score the 
nine of trumps as the fulfilling trick. 


HERE'S JOE COOL APPLYING 
FOR. FINANCIAL AID... 

^3r 



U)H AT DO I NEEP?U)ELL/| 
| l M NOT SURE... 



MOD MUCH IS AN 
0RPER. OF FRENCH FRIES? 



Andy Capp 



^WCWBM HXA/i WW 
ganttheyopen tins 
LIKE THEIR MOTHERS 
USED TO DO? 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
th* and combine to show jour deration 
and a f fe c ti on for those with whom yon 
kmc any sort of pasonal tamest/ You 
fed tnpired to gam those aqmad o Ba 
winch mean mod to you now. 

AUKS: (March 2! id Apd 19) Your 
frnfly may aeon to be in a bad ha aor 
and to pahing yon too hard towards the 
ambitions tint they wan! hot go dong 
wfch them and save real amagnnhni. 

TAiatDSe (April 20 to May 20) A day 
to use much care in motion tor s om e 
accid ent could occur more naa d B y that 
rally unkra yoo stop, look and fetes 
where theit is posribifity of trouble. 

GEMINI: (May Z1 B> June Zl) Yon aow 
Sod tha most everyone is too pt coc ci* - 
pfcd a*h the financial aspects of every- 
day Thing and yoo are no e « cp t in n so 
avoid moocy-raad activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22*0*4? 
21) Your interest m some new way to 
am rid of some persona! obEgation to al 
right so long as yon do not take some 
big chance that could wreck your aecsr- 

atjr. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day to 
make an yoo spend yon r time ge ttin g 
rid of conditions that are not helpful to 
yon in mdfeg than who are less fortun- 
ate than yrmredf. 

VIRGO: (Angus* 22 bo September 22) 
Now you have some very h t mdn i 
means by which to grin the good wB dr 
some fanaating acqobaance by doing 
that she wants to do. 

LUKA: (S epte mb er 23 to October 22) 
Whatever yon have m nud r c qutuug 
some ap proval from an official can get 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Genoa F8gH Sr FbundaOa 

von hi* lot of trouble if yon tty Safe ne 
or be too duwffttng- • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 » Nmoafter 
21) New scenes and new f OBt rw t s 
appeal to ytift very nmch bdt stake swe 
yoo are not tanning away from mat- 
. thing yoa are tired of dota* fer span 
year return k emu be done, > 

SAGITTARIUS: ( No v em b er 22 * De- 
cember 21) Yon now are aHe to fata 
the good wffl of an ea ye rt or owe to 
whom yon are obngued by fitKMng yon 
attend to yoof dents whh care, j 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Janu- 
ary 20) Yon can lam bnst a partner who 
really does not dcscnc it facimu yon 
are dfcsaifcffed with soneptau Ant It 
not goifif as yon wmrid mat. «■ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Robrairy 
19) Yon now are able to get ranch work 
done that is chtSadt daring the wnek if 
yoa feeget outside appeals and get busy 
and finish your own chorea. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 2D) 
This day yoa want to bare a good tio^e 
and tf yon eaa c onfi ne yo w s etf Jo 
inexpensive ple a s ure * you am hafe 
get done to your sa tisf a rrtnrt 

Today* rirffct- If your child were bora 
today she or be is one of those real 
charmers who has it vrizlrin theb power 
to make others fed happy and detigtu- 
ed. This child wdl be greatly fas demand 
at aH kinds of soda! and eatcrt aimaJu 
events and could make a han d i onic 
thing in this area if they 1 ore any 
in ter est in doing so. 


""The stare impel, they do nor com- 
pel. “ What yoo make of yoar Bit a 
largely up to you. 


Energy Stone: Crystal. 


Wort* nwourttw- Onaw & Co me 
Jawslura- G«n-» 


Amman- R-oQo Oanetrg 
Amman- A-rra h=w- 6rv mas 




THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


0 





Tm hiring a lawyer to divorce 
my fat!” 


THAT SCRAMBtfD WORD GAME 
_ by Henrt Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fonn 
four ardlnmy wonts. 


YASOP 


LXJ 



H ey l et 's ask that 
guy trom Missouri 



r 

PIRGE 



ZED 



BLAURT 


:nc 






m i 

ZL 


WHAT THAT CHROMIC 
SKEPTIC WAS NEVER 1 
I hi DOUBT ABOUT. 


Print answer here 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Y Y y Y'\ ,r ‘N 

L A A. A. A ^ 


Saturday’s 


(Answers t om orrow) 

Jumbles BRIAR DOWDY INNATE UPWARD 

Answer How to keep aB your (dtchen utenslle sparkfcng 
dean — DOME OUT 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Stephen Fbrecfc 


ACROSS 
1 Lechers 

6 Gusts 

11 1 Love: LaL 

14 Ftrs crime 

15 Retd of conflict 

16 Wrong 

17 "Desert Storm" 
name 

19 Whiskey 

20 Swords 

21 Kind of 
washbowl 

•23 Overcharged 

26 Arab 

27 Worked the sod 

28 Old-time actress 
Hume 

29 Less healthy 

30 Wanders 

31 “A — in the 
We..." 

34 Prevaricated 

35 Grew 

36 Articles of the 
same kind 

37TraH 

38 Flaxen doth 

39 Author — 

Dodge Luhan 

40 "Rich honesty 
dwells Bee — " 
(Shakespeare) 

42 Petty ruler 

43 Sort fabric 

45 Butahtfed cow 

46 Narcotic 

47 insect 

48 — de Janeiro 

49 "Desert Fox" 

54 Fabray to 
friends 

55 Famdy drtia 
member 

56 Simple 

57 Type measures 

58 fbs to the brim 

59 Bay 

DOWN r 

3 Residue 

4 Dried off; var. 

5 Food fish 
B Looked 

7 Clumsy boats 



cn »i nun Mam SentoM. me. 
Rtfa Rmnw 


6 Zodiac sign 
9 Took a 

night 

10 Lion hunts 

11 UninleSgKrie 
talk 

12 Perhaps 

13 

Melancholy" 

(Keats) 

18 KoSow 
stem 

22 Caldron 

23 Quiet 

24 Eyelashes 

25 Charges 

26 Dice 
throw 

28Pugtflst 
30 Rajah's 
wife 

32 Surfaces 

33 Barks 

35 Flowering 
vine 

36 Quant 

38 Pays attention 


Yesterday's Paafo Sohra* 


RnHS nnnn 

nnne 

nnnn nnnnn nnnn 

nnnn nnnn 
nrqnnnunnn 
nnnnnn nnnn n^n 

QnR gnnnnn nnnnn 
_ nnnn nnnn 

nnnn nnonn nenn 

nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


39 wireless 
Inventor 
-dl Farrow 
42 River to the 


43 Carried 

44 Of bees 


45 Geometric '• 

figures r 

47 cereal 

50 Moist 

51 TaiylengtounNr 

52 OT name 

53 A80W 
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Financial Jordan Times 

n/lni kr 1 1 ■■ t o "p tra tion with' 
Cairo Amman Bank 

85. Dollar in Inttratiaiul MarfwCs 




t 
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Curacy 

ftBMK 

ru*F 

n«r ? 7/9/91 

7800 

am 

12/9/97 

Sterling Ptwnd ' 

1.7340 

1.7375 

Deutsche Mark' 

1.6885 

1.6873 

Swiss Franc 

1.4787 

1.4798 

French Franc 

5.7455 


Japanese Yen 



European Curreny UnT 

1.2745 

1.2140** | 


iso pit sn; 

U SM LB. t'MT 


is 12/9/91. 


X 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

IfrlllUM lEI 

5.50 

5.43 

5,68 

5.87 


70.37 


9.93 

9.93 

Deutsche Mark 

9.00 

9.00 

9.18 

9.31 

Swiss Franc 

ISM 

8.00 

7.93 

7.68 

French Franc 

9.18 

9.31 

9.31 

9.43 

Japanese Yen 

7.00 


6.40 

6.31 

En-.ofiean Currency Unit 

9.68 

9.72 

9.75 

9.75 


InferbaaL Ud rale lor limit rxrrrdha l - _S. IMfam IjMflJNH 


or cqovalcat. 

e 72/9/97 


Metal 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gra 

GoJd 

344.50 

6.70 

Silver 

3.95 

.090 


' Zl Karal 

Cwtral Buh of tmrdmm Exdianga Rata 


Data: 


12/9/97 


’Currency 

Bid 

Otter 

US. Dollar 

.687 

.689 


1.1889 

1.1948 

Deutsche Mark 

.4068 

.4087 

Swiss Franc 

.4639 

.4662 

French Franc 

.1197 

.1203 

Japanese Yen’ 1 

.5101 

.5127 

Dutch Guilder 

.3607 

.3625 

Swedish Krona 

.1117 

.1123 

Italian Lira 4 

.0544 

.0547 

Belgian Franc 

am 

.01973 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer ■ 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7700 


Lebanese Lira " 

.0770 

.0772 

Saadi REya) 

.1829 

.1857 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

.I860 

.1870 

Egyptian Pound 

.2050 

.2150 


1.7300 


r.m 


B53MBI 


36 20 

.3700 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4600 

1.5000 
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Index 

70/9/97 Clow 

77/9/97 Close 

AD-Sharea » 

175.00 

775.71 

Banking Sector 

99.26 

99.39 

Insurance Sector 

779.17 

119.50 

Industry Sector ■ ■ 

137.82 

739.49 

Services Sector 

127.67 

128.31 


Drcmbcr . 11 . IWB ® 10 # 

"NOTE: The bij jump in the Indnsny md AS-Shsn; indicts, CCTupji xd n their Icvch of 
(1 13.9W and (10&AI) respaancty on Sepmbcc 9. IWL « ■aribMod n the 
ibe ia (he shoe price of to Anti RMMfc Co. fiom JDC3. IQ) to nme ta JDflUO) 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesskm 

on tbe London foreign exchange and bunion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.7300/10 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1365.70 

Panflriian dollar 

1.6900/10 

Deutschemarfcs 

; 1.9050/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.4807/14 

Swiss francs 

34.85/90 

Belgian francs 

5.7500/50 

French francs 

r - 1265/1266 

Italian lire 

! 134.05/15 

Japanese yen 

! 6.1500/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.6200/50 

Norwegian crowns 

*a> 6.5275/25 

Danish crowns 

jpne ounce of gold 343.80/344.30 

U.S. dollars 


Former East German 
economic supremo says 
communism ‘an illusion’ 

BONN (R) — Guenter Mittag, 
former communist East Ger- 
many’s economic chief, says it 
became dear to bim 10 years ago 
that the Stalinist state was head- 
ing for bankruptcy. 

But bis proposals for reform 
were ignored and he had been 
made a scapegoat, he said in an 
interview with the German week- 
ly Der Spiegel. 

Mr. Mrttag, 64, widely blamed 
for milling East Germany’s eco- 
nomy before German unification 
last year, has been charged with 
fraud and abuse of public trust. 

He is awaiting trial bat has re- 
mained free because of his frail 
health. 

Asked what went wrong in 
East Germany, once hailed as the 
Soviet Bloc’s showcase economy, 
be said: “The socialist system 
itself was false. It is an illusion... 
it will never be tried again.” 

Only a market economy, based 
on incentive and profit, could 
work, be said. 

Mr. Mittag, who was briefly 
arrested after the fall of the hard- 
line communist regime in 1989, 
has been accused of hiding the 
fact that East Germany was on 
the verge of bankruptcy for years. 

“The economic collapse began 
taking shape in 1981 and became 
apparent in 1983,” be said. 

“East German industry could 
never have recovered on its own 
strength,” he said. “I would nev- 
er have filed for bankruptcy, but 
as far as I was concerned, the way 
to go was a step-by-step confed- 
eration with West Germany.” 

One reason for the slump in 
growth and foreign trade, he said, 
was a cut in Soviet oil deliveries, 

“and the whole potttburo was 
informed of this situation." 

Bnt no changes in the com- 
mand economy were tolerated 
and the socialist course “was kept 


down to the last detail, down to 

the price of flowers." 

“All my proposals were re- 
jected,” Mr. Mrttag said. “I al- 
ways tried to save money in the 
state budget, reduce administra- 
tion, cut defence expenditure... 
and thus make the means avail- 
able” 

He said his. proposals were 
thrown out by other politboro 
members, including state and 
Communist Party boss Erich 
Honecker and Prime Minister 
Willi Stoph, whom he described 
as bead of the “blockhead fac- 
tion.” 

Mr. Mittag, always considered 
a dose friend of Mr. Honecker, 
told Der Spiegel they often went 
hunting together but: “We always 
had serious differences (in our 
work).” 

“At the end of 1987, 1 came to 
tire conclusion that every chance 
had been blown. No help was 
posable from the East and we 
could not turn to the West for 
comprehensive economic coop- 
eration because of latent political 
resistance within our own ranks,” 
be said. 

Mr. Stoph and others accused 
him of not being up to bis job and 
blamed him for the economic 
debacle, he said. 

Mr. Mittag said politburo 
members with good contacts in 
Moscow talked behind his back. 
At one point, then Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev warned Mr. 
Honecker that his chief econom- 
ist could be a Western spy. 

What if East Germany were 
still a separate state today, its 
fortified border and the Berlin 
wall stffl in place? 

“(That’s) beyond description,” 
said Mr. Mittag. ‘The thought of 
it sends -shivers down my spine. 
Murder and manslaughter. Mis- 
ery. Hunger." 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


FMowiag is i summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 

Sept. 7-11 Aug. 31-Sep tA 



JD 551,223 
JD 2,736,116 
’ X645*M 
2,729 


JD 806431 
JD 4^34*155 

2M' 

3J91 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 1,475^18 

JD 2,718,932 


(«J%) 

(87 J%) 

Ftnonriol 

JD 489,82a 

JD <88,388 


(17.8%) 

(17.8%) 

Service 

(IS.1%) 

(14J%) 

Inomace 

(3-3%) 

(1.3%) 

Share price Index 

131.4 

1314 

No. ot conpaule* 

78 

71 

Price nawtri W 

31 

39 

(Decfce) 

33 

19 

C5t>Me) 

14 

13 


Semi villa, ground floor, newly furnished. 

Three bedrooms with three baths, large kitchen, living 
room and dining room. 

Location: Tla' A1 Ali - western Amman 

Mr. As’ad let: 817005 


PIANOS 

RENTING, TUNING Cr REPAIRING j 

Lowest prices — Best services 

Td.: 662467- Amman. _ 

NB: For the best performance from both the Plano and 
the Student, we recommend that the Plano be 
tuned every six months. 




Qi nwna Tel: 63414^ 

PHILADELPHIA 



Kevin Costner — in 

FIELD OF DREAMS 

Shorn. 1230, 3-30, 6:15, 830, 1030 pjn. . 



Cinema 


Td; 625154 




ADVENTURES OF 
TENNESSEE BUCK 


Show: 330. 630. 830 p.n. 




Saudi firm to set up banks 
in two Soviet republics soon 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — A 
Saudi business conglomerate 
plans to set up commercial invest- 
ment banks in (be Soviet repub- 
lics of Russia and Kazakhstan to 
finance economic development 
there, a company spokesman has 
said. 

Executives of Jeddah-based 
Dallah A! Baraka Group would 
travel to the Kazakhstan capital 
Alma Ata in October toopen the 
first bank. Majid A1 Refai, the 
group's senior executive for in- 
vestment banking, told Reuters 
in a telephone interview. 

Negotiations for the second 
bank, to be based in Moscow, 
were well under way and Dallah 
Al Baraka executives would 
travel there later in September to 
finalise the arrangements, he 
said. 

“The plans for the first bank 
are almost finished. We have an 
Arab general manager who 
speaks Russian and its Russian 
employees are being trained 
abroad,” Mr. Refai said. “Our 
chairman bas talked to (Russian 
President Boris) Yeltsin about 
the second bank and we already 


have the licence," he added. 

The banks, which will be joint 
ventures with the governments of 
the respective republics, are the 
first business ventures of their 
kind since the two countries res- 
tored ties last September after a 
52-year break. 

Last month the Saudi govern- 
ment signed a $1.5 billion loan 
pledged to Moscow last year as a 
reward for its support during the 
Gulf crisis. 

Victor Zhilin, the Soviet com- 
mercial attache in Riyadh, told 
Reuters Moscow had already re- 
ceived the first half of the credit 
— a $750 million balance of 
payments loan from the king- 
dom’s Riyadh Bank. 

The Riyadh-based Saudi Fund 
for Development has agreed to 
provide the remaining S750 mil- 
lion for unspecified projects over 
the next three years. 

Mr. Refai said the banks set up 
by bis firm would be run on 
Islamic principles, which means 
they will avoid interest-related 
instruments. 

The Bank of Kazakhstan, 
which bas a large Muslim popula- 


tion, would have an authorised 
capita] of 150 million roubles and 
would concentrate on trade fi- 
nance and tearing of imported 
industrial or agricultural equip- 
ment. 

Dallah Al Baraka, with a SI 
per cent stake, wonld provide 
half of the paid-in capital of 75 
million roubles. 

Mr. Refai gave no further de- 
tails. But Mr. Zhilin said it was 
understood the bank might help 
finance development of Kazakh- 
stan’s giant Tengjz oilfield near 
the Caspian Sea and modernisa- 
tion of its refinery at Karaganda. 

The U.S. oil firm Chevron 
Corp. is : negotiating to develop 
the oilfield, which with potential 
reserves of up to 25 billion barrels 
is one of the largest oil discover- 
ies this decade. 

Dallah Al Baraka, headed by 
Saudi businessman Salih Kamil, 
is one of Saudi Arabia’s biggest 
private conglomerates with assets 
of mroe than S4 billion. It in- 
dudes the Al Baraka Islamic 
Investment Bank. 

Mr. Zhilin said Saudi business- 
men were showing strong interest 


in the emerging republics. A 
group of private entrepreneurs 
set up a firm to market Soviet 
goods in June and signed letters 
of intent and contracts during a 
recent visit to Moscow, he said. 

Mr. Zhilin gave no details on 
the type of goods involved but he 
said Saudi imports from the 
Soviet Union had nearly doubled 
to $48 million in 1990 from $25 
million the previous year. 

“Every day I receive six or 
seven faxes and several people 
visit me to discuss importing 
goods or investment,” he said. 

“The situation is still shaky and 
turmoil is not encouraging but we 
are optimistic that as stability 
grows Saudi businessmen will 
work more closely with us,” he 
said. 

Mr. Zhilin said Riyadh and 
Moscow were discussing a formal 
trade agreement that would set 
the framework for future business 
cooperation. A delegation from 
Moscow would visit Riyadh in 
October to finalise plans for a 
Soviet trade exhibition scheduled 
to take place there next year, he 
said. 


U.S. cuts 
discount 
rate to 5% 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) cut 
its key discount rate Friday to five 
per cent from 5.5 per cent in its 
latest effort to ensure an econo- 
mic recovery after a year of reces- 
sion. 

The central bank’s rate cut is 
effective immediately, and a lead- 
ing commerical bank quickly took 
the cue to lower the cost of credit. 
Morgan Guaranty Trust Co, a big 
New York bank, cut its prime 
lending rale to eight per cent 
from 8.5 per cent. 

The discount rate is the amount 
the central bank charges banks 
for short-term loans and influ- 
ences the cost of money through- 
out the econo my . Lower rates 
tend to spur spending and propel 
growth — just what the American 
economy needs as it tries to 
emerge from the recession that 
began in July, 1990. 

The Fed had cut the: discount 
rate: from seven per cent to 5.5 
per cent between last December 
and May. 

The discount rate was last 
changed on April 30, when it was 
reduced to 5-5 per cent from six 
per cent because of the weak 
level of national economic activ- 
ity- 

By cutting the closely watched 
discount rate, the Fed was signall- 
ing it wanted banks to join in by 
lowering their prime lending 
rates. The rate for their best 
business customers has been 
steady at 8.5 per cent since May. 

The Fed cut the discount rate 
by half a percentage point in an 
attempt to stimulate the economy 
after a recession which has lasted 
more than a year. 

Tbe Fed easing -move came 
less than an hour after new eco- 
nomic reports showed relatively 
moderate inflation and weakness 
in consumer spending. 


China orders curbs on new 
construction to tighten credit 


BEUING (R) — China, tighten- 
ing credit amid crushing domestic 
debt defaults, has ordered curbs 
on new building projects, the 
official China Daily newspaper 
has said. 

The move signalled a firm com- 
mitment by Chinese leaders to 
crack down on debt-ridden state 
enterprises that are mainly re- 
sponsible for the building boom. 
Western diplomats said. 

The order came in a circular 
issued Aug, 29 by the state coun- 
cil, or cabinet, the newspaper 
said. 

“The state council circular for- 
bids all construction projects to 
proceed except for those in agri- 
culture, water conservancy, ener- 
gy. communications, education, 
public health, grain storage, 
housing and technical upgrading 
in line with the government in- 
dustrial policy.” it said. 

Investment in new construction 
soared 71.2 per cent in the first 
seven months of -this year com- 
pared- with I99CL it said. 

“A sharp rise in capital con- 
struction projects in the first half 
of this year threatens the state’s 
efforts to control the total fixed 
assets input and to adjust the 
country's industrial structure.” 
the newspaper said. 

China's economic planners, 
alarmed by an overheated eco- 
nomy and runaway inflation, 
tightened credit in an austerity 
policy in September. 1988. 

The credit screws Have since 
been loosened, but Western di- 
plomats said the latest circular 
was a sign of a new wave of badly 
needed rationalisation of China’s 
debt-ridden economy. 

“This is an early sign that the 
senior leadership is willing to take 
reforms seriously and to take a 
stronger stand on state enter- 
prises." a senior Western diplo- 
mat said. 

“They are the main offenders 


VILLA TO 

Fully furnished, 3 bedrooms. 

Located in Fourth Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Please call 672552 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, one of them master, with central 
heating, solar heater, Irving room, salon and dining room as well 
as telephone. Brand new furniture. Rent is bi-annual or annual. 
Location: Near the Commodore Hotel traffic lights. 

■ Please call teL: 603082 


A man with the following qualifications is searching for a job: 
1- BSc Mechanical Engineering 1972. 2- Right Engineer. 3- 
BSc in Law and Politics. 4- English Translator with accepted 
knowledge of French and German languages. 

TeL: 612334, 640817, 622054, P.O.BOX 211953 



The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem 
standard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on September 22 and will last for 16 
weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet In 
the morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday — 
Wednesday.. 

Evening classes meet three days a week: Satur : 
day, Monday, and Wednesday . 

Ttiooe Interested please c*fl at 
the Language Centre tor registration. 


on the construction boom and the 
debt defaults that are plaguing 
the government.” he said. 

The total defaults of 
businesses, including state ones, 
stood at a hefty 270 billion yuan 
($50 billion) this year, the China 
Daily said earlier. 

Squeezing new construction 
was an important step, a Western 
economist said. “They needed to 
rein in the construction boom to 
help curb the debt defaults.” 

He said many companies in the 
construction sector, many of 
them state-owned, were unable 
to raise sufficient funds either 
from banks, the government or 
foreign sources. 

“They go ahead with their pro- 
jects anyway and find themselves 
unable to pay their debts.” he 
said. 

“We’re seeing overheating in 
the construction sector as an early 
sign of an overheating economy,” 
the economist said. 

The government, desperate' to 
prop up inefficient state enter- 
prises, created large amounts 1 of 
credit for - them, including big 
bond issues in recent weeks. 

Premier Li Peng discussed 
ways to boost state firms’ per- 
formance at four meetings this 
week, the official People's Daily 
newspaper has said. 

“We need to further improve 
the political core function of the 
party organisations in state enter- 
prises, improve the managerial 
responsibility system and rely on 
the working class wholehearted- 
ly," it quoted Mr. Li as saying. 

The government’s chief 


oj5T 

ChUHai UikKa Inn 


Indian Restaurant 

8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24- Hour Open 


spokesman said recently that Chi- 
na's economic performance im- 
proved during the first half of 
1991. but severe summer flooding 
in some of the country’s richest 
provinces will increase the budget 
deficit this year. 

“Our policy of reform and 
opening up has made further 
progress, and our entire econo- 
mic situation is continuing in a 
favourable direction.” Yuan Mu. 
spokesman for the state council, 
told a news conference. 

“The plan for economic and 
social development for this year 
will basically be realised.” he 
said. 

Mr. Yuan said China's gross 
national product (GNP) reached 
802.7 billion yuan ($151.45 bil- 
lion) between January and June 
this year, an increase of 6.1 per 
cent over the same period l&st 
year. 

He said the GNP growth rate 
for tbe entire year was expected 
to remain stable at around six per 
cent — the government's targeted 
increase over last year's five per 
cent growth rate. 

But Mr. Yuan said the eco- 
nomy remains beset by severe 
problems, including low efficien- 
cy in its huge state industrial 
sector and a widening budget 
deficit caused by this year’s ex- 
tensive flooding in central China. 

The floods caused close to $10 
billion in direct economic losses 
and have hit grain production in 
key agricultural provinces . 


SALE 

from 10% - 40% 

TENNIS 

RACKETS 

WADI 
SAQRA . 
BOOKSHOP 

below Philadelphia 
Hotel bridge 


Furnished Semi ViDa For Rent 

American style super deluxe semi-villa, with complete excellent 
furniture: Consists of a master bedroom, 2 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, salon, dining, 2 sitting rooms, large equipped 
kitchen, maid’s room, laundry room, front garden, back garden 
with terrace, garage for two cars and telephone. 

Call tel.: 821000 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Fully furnished, consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, living 
room, 2 baths, garden, central heating, new furniture. 
Location: Yarmouk Housing Complex, near Jordan Uni- 
versity. 

Please call: 841491 or 841480 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Photocopy Paper 

Fax Rolls 100, 50, 30m 
Packing Tape 2 inch 66m 



almaktaba 

Tel.: 699003 


Call for 
Details 
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Serb rebels pour into army barracks; 
Croatia loses control of Kostajnica 


BELGRADE (R)— Croatia said 
Friday that Serbian guerrillas 
were pouring into Yugoslav army 
barracks in seaports along die 
rebel republic’s adriatic coast as 
part of a continuing increase in 

mili tary pressure. 

Zagreb Radio reported that 
guerrillas from the Republic of 
Serbia and its ally Montenegro 
had infil trated the region which 
has been cut off for two days from 
central Croatia because of fight- 
ing. 

- Guerrilla forces were seen en- 
tering barracks of the Serbian-led 
army at Sibinek. Benkovac and 
Split, it added.. 

Ethnic violence in Croatia has 
intensified in the south of die. 
republic in the past week as part . 
of the guerrilla campaign against 
independence for Croatia inside 
its present borders. 

■ Fighting continued also in cen- 
tral and eastern regions of 
Croatia winch suffered a psycho- 
logical blow Thursday night when 
it lost control of Kostajnica, 
southeast of Zagreb. 

Almost 400 Croatian police 
and national guards who surren- 


dered after a battle lasting several 
days were allowed to reach safety 
in the neighbouring Repbulic of 
Bosnfe-Heizegovina. 

Osijek, the main town in east- 
ern Croatia which borders Serbia, 
was hit by 200 mortar shells in 
overnight fighting in which seven 
people were taut. Renter corres- 
pondent Nikola Antonov re^ 
ported. 

He said honese, a hospital and 
a school were damaged in the 
bombardment which, halted tram 
service: in foe town of 150,000. 

Yugoslav President Stipe Mesic 
warned he might call for foreign 
intervention if foe federal army 
continued to aid the Serbs. 

Well over 400 people have 
been killed in fighting since 
Croatia and Slovenia declared 
independence on June 25. 

‘‘Unless the army withdraws 
within the period I have given it 
... I will be obliged to call on the 
army’s security and justice au- 
thorities to bring charges against 
those who do not implement the 
decision of the presidency," Mr. 
Mesic said. 

"After this there remains the 


possibility for me to request in- 
tervention from outside Yugosla- 
via as well,” he told Yugoslav 
news agency. Tan jug. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
General Marko Negovanovic told 
a news confere nc e: “Whoever 
invites foreign forces is a traitor 
and any army which comes with- 
out our permission will be treated 
as an enemy.” 

The president of Bosnia- 

Herzegovioa, Alija Izetbegovie, 
expressing fears that ever- 
widening violence coaid engulf 
his central republic, calling for a 
demilitarised zone on his border 
with Croatia. 

The Serbs and the army have 
captured more than a third of 
Croatia since cutting a bridge in 
Maslizrica in the south. It was foe 
last link to a 360-kilometre 
swathe of coastal territory that 
includes Dubrovnik, Zadar and 
Split. 

As representatives of the feud- 
ing republics met in the Hague 
for peace talks, EC envoy Henric 
Wjjnaehdts completed a shuttle 
between the battlefields in an 
effort to stop the bloodshed. 



“I don’t know what wifi hap- 
pen,” said Mr. Wijnaendts, who 
narrowly escaped being shot 
down in army helicopter Wednes- 
day. 

“It will be a long and arduous 
task but we have to keep on 
trying.” 


Russians 

fear 

persecution 
in Estonia 

TALLINN, Estonia (AP) — 
' Ethnic Russians in this Baltic 
state fear they could become 
' second-class citizens after de- 
1 cades of enjoying job preference 
and a minority tongue that was 
the official language. 

“Now the Russians are afraid 
that the Estonians will do to them 
what Moscow did to Estonia 40 
years ago." says Yevgeny Kali- 
nin, an ethnic Russian econom- 
ist who nevertheless supports 
Estonian independence. 

“They are afraid of becoming 
second-class citizens, losing their 
privileges, like being able to 
speak Russian everywhere." 

Estonia's Supreme Council has 
begun work on choosing an 
assembly to write a new constitu- 
tion. 

One of the lawmakers' tasks is 
to establish the rights of ethnic 
Russians, many of whom are 
wary about independence moves. 

“I would not say there is discri- 
mination against the ‘Russians, 
but there certainly are people 
who would not mind it," said 
Mr.Kalinin. 

He said the republic's Russia 
population, representing more 
•than a quarter of Estonia's 1.5 
million people, was divided over 
independence. 

fin a November poll by the 
Estonian Academy of Sciences, 
30 per cent of ethnic Russians 
said they supported a free Esto- 
nia and 30 per cent said .they 
wished to preserve the Soviet 
Union. 

“About 40 per cent waited to 
see where the wind was blowing, 
and today probably would sup- 
port independence,” Mr. Kalinin 
said, adding that a small percen- 
tage are sure to leave. 

Much of the distrust stems 
from the Russification effort be- 
gun by the Soviet government 
after if fordbJy incorporated 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in 
1940. Under the effort, many 
Russians were sent to Estonia in 
the 1950s. 

Now, Mr. Kalinin said, he ex- 
pects unemployment to hit ethnic 
Russians particularly hard when 
the government begins dosing 
money-losing enterprises. 

Vladimir Berglezov, acting 
director of the huge Dvigatei 
machine-building factory, said his 
more than 4,000 Russian- 
speaking workers are worried. 

“People are scared they will 
start losing their rights, especially 
after Estonian was declared the 
official language," be said. In 
March 1990, Estonia passed a law 
requiring all top officials to learn 
Estonian within two years. 

A case in point is the plant 
foreman. 

Pavel Gorasenko, 34, who was 
born in Estonia of Russian paren- 
tage. He said his Estonian is only 
rudimentary. 

Language courses at the plant 
were suspended for lack of 
money, and because die factory is 
awaiting the outcome of talks on 
its future. 

Estonia claims ownership, but 
the Soviet Ministry of Atomic 
Energy and Industry still controls 
the plant's equipment, 

Dvigatei makes textile- 
colouring machines, pasteurising 
equipment and parts for nudear- 
powered heating plants. It pro- 
duced orders for the Soviet milit- 
ary until two years ago. 

Many of the plant's officials 
were Communist Party members 
before last month's failed Mos- 
cow coup. The man Mr. Bergfe- 
zov replaced, Vladimir Yaravoi, 
was fired for allegedly supporting 
die coup. 


Pro-bases Manila senators reject 
face-saving formula for Washington 


MANILA (R) — A group of 
Philippine senators fighting a 
rearguard action to keep U.S. 
forces in the country rejected 
Friday a face-saving formula 
allowing the United States nriht-' 

any. a rent-free, three-year with- 
drawal period. 

Anti-bases senators who have 
refused to ratify a new treaty with 
Washington allowing U.S. use of 
Subic Bay Naval Base for 10 
more years had suggested the 
-three-year formula to allow 
American forces a graceful exit 
from the former U.S. colony. 

But at a meeting with President 
Corazon Aquino Friday to dis- 
cuss action following the almost 
certain rejection of foe treaty l yy . 
the 23-member senate, pro-bases 
senators said they still supported 
the pact and rejected foe three- 
year phaseout. 

“After mature and intense deli- 
beration. We decided to torn it 
down,” said NeptaK Gonzales, 
leader of the pro-bases senators 
who met with Mrs. Aquino. 

“We are accetping the reality 
that treaty ratification as well as a 
referendum are no longer viable, 
we are stOl considering several 
options,” be told reporters with- 
out elaborating. 

“We fed that a treaty of with- 
drawal will only confuse the 
issue,” Senator John Osmcna 
said. 

Mrs. Aquino would announce 
a plan of action that would be 
“democratic and constitutional,” 


be said but gave no details. 

Since anti-bases senators se- 
cured a majority in the Senate 
this week for rejection of the 
treaty, Mrs. Aquino has been 
hunting for a way to overturn the 
vote and allow American forces 
to remain. 

But Gen. Gonzales said a re- 
jection of the treaty in Monday’s 
vote was now virtually inevitable. 

“If we cannot reverse the situa- 
tion. At least (we can) soften the 
impact on the relationship be- 
tween our two countries,” he 
said. 

Mrs. Aquino says the Philip- 
pines needs the money and can- 
not afford to evict die 8j000 
American servicemen at a time 
Mien die economy is reeling from 
the impact of a series of natural 
disasters, including the June 
er u p tio n of Mount Finatobo vol- 
cano. 

under the treaty, the United 
States would pay S2Q3 mOHon a 
year for Subic, while gniq op 
Clark Air Base which was severe- 
ly damaged by Pmatcbo. 

But Manila says the treaty is 
worth S800 million a year in trade 
concessions, financial and milit- 
ary assistance. The United States 
has also agreed to help with $5.3 
billion restructuring of Philippine 
commercial debt. 

The anti-bases senators say the 
country will never be truly free 
until American forces leave. 

Among proposals being stu- 


died by the government are a 
“people’s mitiative” act winch 
would require the signatures of 10 
per cent of the Philippine voters 
to revive the treaty. 

While a U.S. withdrawal is 
expected to badly hit the already 
stagnating Philippine economy, 
•one: immediate benefit was an 
announcement by C ommunist re- 
bels, who have been fi ghting the 
government for 22 years, that 
they would implement an im- 
mediate ceasefire.. 

They ann ounced the unilateral 
ceasefire to celebrate foe immi- 
nent senate rejection of the trea- 
fy- 

MeanwhOe, the Japanese Fore- 
ign Ministry said Friday it fore- 
sees no increase in the size of 
American forces in Japan, whatever 
ever foe outcome of a debate in 
foe Philippines to dose major 
bases there. 

“In general, the U.S. govern- 
ment is trying to reduce the 
quantity of its for ces In Asia. 
There will be no i ncre as e in U-S. 
forces in Japan, whatever taq»- 
pens in adjacent areas,” ministry 
spokesman said. 

Tire United States mamtninc 
major bases in Japan, especially 
cm the southern island of Okina- 
wa, and guarantees Japan’s exter- 
nal security. 

U.S. officials are studying the 
possibility of transferring some 
nnKtaiy activities in the Philip- 
pines to other parts of Asia. 


Flood-related accidents take death 
toll beyond 200 in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AP) Flood-related 
accidents and drownings killed at 
least 100 people Thursday, raisr 
ing the death toll from two weeks, 
of flooding to "more than 210, 
news reports said. 

In the northern district of 
Rangpur, at least 60 people were 
killed in two accidents, foe Sang- 
bad newspaper reported Friday. 

A bus with 30 passengers ran 
off an inundated road and was 
swamped by river waters, tire 


newspaper said. There were no 
reports of survivors. 

hi another part of the district, a 
boat capsized in a flooded river 
and at least 30 people drowned, 
the newspaper said. 

At least 40 people died in 
drownings, house collapses and 
snake bites in other areas of 
northern Bangladesh, newspap- 
ers said. Fatal snake bites are 
more common during floods as 
hmnans and retiles seek dry land. 


■ The government has said " at 
least 1 million people are home- 
less, stranded or have lost their 
oops. It has said all major rivers 
in northern Bangladesh are in 
spate. 

The government’s Flood In- 
formation Centre in Dhaka has 
said water 2.4 metres deep cover 
parts of Dinajpur, a town of. 
100,000 people about 275 
kUometres northeast of Dhaka. 


4 more die 
on eve of 
S. African 
peace 
convention 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Four 
more. Macks, two of them police* 
men, were Irified overnight as 
South Africa’s w arrin g factions 
put the finishing touches to a 
peace accord aimed at halting 
township^ violence, police said 
Friday. 

The four deaths pushed the toQ 
since Sunday to 121. By Thursday 
the count was 104, but police said 
17 more died in hospital fr om 
injuries sustained in tire fi ghting 
Police spokesman Frans 
Malherbe <ajd four men armed 
with handguns approached a 
group of municipal pohcemen 
and tried to dfoa r rn them. A 
shooting ensued and two police- 
men were killed. 

Two men armed with AK-47 
automatic rifles walked into a 
restaurant at Vostoorus township 
east of Johannesburg Thursday 
night and ^prayed patrons with 
gunfire, kilting one woman and a 

map 

About 1,200 policemen and 
sokfiers sealed off Pbola Park 
squatter settlement east of Johan- 
nesburg and searched booses, 
cars and resid en ts for weapons. 

The squatter camp has seen 
some of foe fiercest fi ghting dar- 
ing the past days. 

An accord aimed at ending 
factional fighting between Nelson 
Mandeja’s African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and foe Zutorbased 
Inkatha Freedom Party that has 
cost 3,000 lives in tire past year is- 
to be signed at a multi-party 
convention Saturday. 

The two groups, plus the gov- 
ernment and church, business 
and labour mov emen ts, are ex- 
pected to «gn the accord in their 
most determined effort yet to 
quell the spear and gun battles. 

Vowing his gov ernm ent would 
“leave no stone unturned” to end 
the township w arf are, reformist 
president F.W. de Klerk said: 
“The peace accord to be signed 
Saturday can make an i m p o rt ant 
co n t ri bution, provided that an 
parties who sign it live to the 
letter and tire spirit of the agree- 
ment.” 

While most blade leaders were 
hopeful the accord might work. 
Dr. Butbelezi said tire pact would 
not S ter down to the grassro ots 
level where the fighting actually 
takes place. 

“I don’t see any reason why 
this accord should work when the 
accord that we worked out in 
January with the ANC did not 
• work,” he added, referring to a 
bilateral ANC-Inkatha peace 
accord on Jan. 29 that fell apart 
within weeks. 

Dr. Butbelezi safe «-r. Mande- 
la’s movement was being hypocri- 
tical in agreeing to sign foe accord 
because, he said, it had spurned 
recent Inkatha offers of recon- 
ciliation talks. 

“Fm not signing because I be- 
lieve it’s going to work out, but if 
some people want it ... then I 
want to be part of that if that’s 
part of the peace process,” Dr. 
Butbelezi said. 

Anti-apartbied cleric 
Arcbishop Desmond Tutu was 
hopeful the accord would help 
ease tension in troubled spots. 

“Remember some of the dar- 
kest days under apartheid that we 
have pulled through. Tins may be 
the darkest hour that cranes be- 
fore down. We must stand up for 
peace and commit ourselves to 
foe new South Africa,” he said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Top North Korean diplomat defects 

SEOUL (R) — A North Korean diplomat has defected to Sooth 
Korea, the highest-ranking Pyongyang official to do so, govern- 
ment officials in Seoul said ou Friday. They ideatffied the defector 
as Ko Young'Hwan, 38, who worked in North Korea’s Foreign 
Ministry and had served as a diplomat in Africa since 1979. 
“Working as the first secretary at the North Korean embassy in 
Congo. He sought asylum to our govern m e nt in May,” a 
sta tem e nt released fay ' the Korea Overseas I n formatio n Service 
said. Mr. Ko is the most senior official to defect to the Sooth since 
tire Korean peninsula was divided in 2945. South Korea had 
main t ain e d alencf tin foe defection ax Mr. Ko’s request He 
feared for his family in 'Pyongyang and in Cbq^’fte statemen t 
said.. Mr. Ko left his wife and a six-yes-old daughter in Congo, 
M. Ko’s mother and Us other daughter, aged, nine, live in 
Pyongyang. Mr. Ko’s father, a farmer senior official, fed in 1979. 

China expels British reporter 

PEKING'(R) — C hin a has ordered the Peking c or respondent for ■ 
die British newspaper foe In de pe nde nt to leave the country byf 
Sunday. The reporter, Andrew Higgins, said Friday. “I was told 
bytbe Police ForcigB Affairs Office tint they had received orders 
from a higher responsible organ to inform me that I must leave 
Chinaby Sept. 15," Mr. Higgins said by telephone. This is die 
fiist expulsion of a resident correspondent from China since 1989, 
when two American journalists were expelled for their reporting 
of the crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrations in Peking in 
June that year. Mr .Higgins said the police official did not give a 
reason. He had been summoned to the Forei gn Ministr y 
T hursd ay, where an official code his press pass, from Mm in the 
parkmg lot. That official also did not give a re aso n. But Mr. 
Higgins said that in June, while on a rep o rt in g trip to east China’s 
Shand ong province, he was searched and found in possession of a 
seoet Communist Party document detailing arrests in restive 
Inner Mongolia. 

Fierce fighting reported in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (AP) — Tamil rebels killed six government sokfiers 
and wounded 18 ethers in fierce fi ghting that has raged in dense 
northeastern jungles for two weeks, nnKtaiy officials said Friday. 
The army also killed a large but unspecified number of guerrillas 
of the Liberation Tigere of TamO Eelam (LTTE) said the officials 
at tiie joint operations command in Colombo. . 


Commonwealth minis ters meet 
to review Pretoria sanctions 


NEW D ELHI’ (AP) — Fc 
wta irt ew of nine 
nations opened a two-day meet- 
ing Friday tx> review the gradual 

rfimnantKng nf aparttnprf jn Soufo 

Africa and define how that 
should affect international sanc- 
tions. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Barbara McDougaH, 
who led the meeting of former 
British colonies, urged an 
approach “that will give credit 
where it is due and sustain die 
p r es s ur e for further change.” 

The Commonwealth Commit- 
tee of Foreign Minister on south- 
ern Africa is to draw tip recom- 
mendations for a Commonwealth 
summit meeting next month in 
Zimbabwe that may consider a 
further relaxation of sanctions. 

Indian Prime, Minister P.V. 
Narasunha Rao praised [Pretoria’s 
steps toward ending its official 
system of racial discrimination, 
tmt said “much remains to be 
done ...there can be no room for 
sitting back.” 

He tingled out the lack of 
agreement on a new c o nstitu t ion 
and the continuing violence 
among blacks. 

At least 40 people have been 
killed this week in the latest 
rounds of fighting between sup- 
porters of the African National 
Congress and the Zutu-bhsed In- 
katha Movement. The battle has 
kilted about 6,000 people in re- 
cent years. 

Commonwealth Secretary 
General Emeka Anyaokn of 
Nigeria warned that foe unrest 
swwijHiig through the townships 
could still derail multiracial 
democracy. 

“It is foe worst violence in the 
history of Soufo Africa, and if 
allowed to continue for mudi 
longer would sow a legacy of 
bitterness ... difficult to eradi- 


cate,” M. Anyaokn said. 

A peace agreem e nt was to be 
signed Saturday , but reports from 
Johannesburg said some smaller 
black groups won’t join in the 
pact, and others said they had 
fittie faith in it. 

The C omm o n wea lth meeting 
comes 'a week after South African 
President F.W. de 10eik prop- 
osed a new constitutional model 
that would extend the vote to the 
30 mfifion blades of South Africa, 
white retaining effective veto 
rights for the 5 million whites. 

The African National On- 
led by Nelson Mandela, 
the plan. 

-Speaker* at the opening session 
made no reference to M. De 
Klerk’s plan, and officials said H 
would not be the focus of the 
meeting. 

Some countries, like foe Un- 
ited States, and some hxtemation- 
al sports bodies already have 
lifted economic and other sanc- 
tions against Soufo Africa. 

But the Commonwealth coun- 
tries voted last Febnmzy to peg 
their sanctions to actual moves 
adopted by the South African 
g o v ernm ent rather than to its 
statements of intent. 

M. McDougall said die com- 
mittee must . now “define our 
conditions for further movement 
mare dearly.” It also must look 
at a post-apartheid Soufo Africa 
and see “how the Commonwealth 
can help it emerge.” 

The committee is to study a 
report on training programmes m 
areas like public administration, 
economic and fiscal management, 
legal and security services and 


diplomacy. 
The men 


! members of the co mmi ttee 
are Canada, Austrafia, Guyana, 
India, Malaysia, Nigeria, Tanza- 
nia and Zimb ab we. 


Pacific dilemma — develop while keeping lifestyle 


KOLONIA, Federated States of 
Micronesia (AP) — Island na- 
tions across the Pacific face en- 
vironmental threats from outside 
and social (Orotifems at borne’ as 
they try to meet the future with- 
out losing ‘their identity. 

To foe eye, not much has 
changed in recent decades. Tour- 
ists come to escape the rat race. 
The diving, swimming and saiKng 
are as good as ever in still-pristine 
waters. The landscape is hish, the 
pace slow. 

But island leaders, working to 
overcome the traditional “no 
worry” attitude, tell people their 
com fo rtable way of life may be 
gone tomorrow unless they act 
today. 

Animosity toward the outside 
is growing because of problems 
foe islands had little or no part in 
creating; Nuclear testing, chemic- 
al weapons, the greenhouse effect 
and toxic-waste dumping. 

Health problems tike diabetes 
abound. Educational efforts are. 
underway to prevent an outbreak 
of AIDS and other sexually trans- 
mitted diseases among people 
who generally take an open view 
toward casual sex. 

Yeara of “benign neglect” by 
framer colonial powers left in- 
frastructure problems ranging 
from teacher shortages and poor 
communications to inadequate 
airs tr ips and unpaved roads — 


and a reliance ou foreign aid and 
imports. 

The worldwide recession has 
hit bard. Tourists put off expen- 
sive trips far from home. Govern- 
ments face tight budgets in their 
aid programmes. Private invest- 
ment dries up. 

Officials worry about how to 
improve productivity without 
quickening the easy pace that 
attracts vacationers. 

An don Amaraicb, a former 
foreign secretary of the Feder- 
ated States of Micronesia, said of 
the general attitude toward work: 

“Put it this way: Nobody’s 
starving. So why should we work 
hard? The dan and traditional - 
system here help those who don’t 
have enough. Through the ex- 
tended family, they get what they 
need.” 

Only 20 per cent of the 100,000 
people in the Federated States 
are formally employed. The rest 
survive on subsistence farming 
and fishing or rely on their fami- 
lies. 

Aware that their remoteness 
and small size work against them. 
Pacific nations band together to 
make their collective voice heard 
on major issues. 

The 15-nation Soufo Pacific 
Forum, formed in 1971, has be- 
come the primary platform, 
although many members also 
have joined the 34-country asso- 


ciation of small island states. 

A successful tactic of foe forum 
has been to abandon the non- 
confrontational attitude preva- 
lent in foe islands and concen- 
trate on one issue at a time. 

Two years ago it was foreign 
factory ships fishing with drift 
nets, called “walls of death,” that 
trap anything and threatened to 
wipe out entire species. An inter- . 
national convention has hgmwH 
the practice, although a few ships 
continue it. 

Concern about the incineration 
of chemical weapons at a high- 
tech U.S. facility on Johnston 
Atoll dominated the forum’s 1990 
meeting. Island leaders said they 
had not been consulted and criti- 
cised Washington for shipping 
weapons there from Germany. 

U.S, President Bush met with 
11 island leaders in Hawaii to tell 
them the plant was safe and 
would dose when stocks already 
there were destroyed, along with 
any mustard gas shells from 
World War II found in foe Pacific 
‘in the nvanfiire:. 

This year, the forum’s agenda 
focused on the greenhouse effect, 
probably foe region's greatest 
long-term threat. Members urged 
industrialised countries to reduce 
emissions and pursue alternative 
energy tedmologks- 

Many scientists predict higher 
temperatures caused ^industrial 


emissions into the atmosphere, 
particularly carbon dioxide, will 
melt the polar i c ecaps and raise 
ocean levels. 

That would mean extinction fra 
low-lying Pacific islands like 
Tuvalu, Kiribati and some of foe 
Marshalls. Even if they weren't 
completely swamped, rising 
levels of ocean saltwater would 
pollute fresh ground water, leav- 
ing residents with nothing to 
drink. 

The greenhouse 'effect is far 
from foe only threat to the gener- 
ally pristine environment. 

France claims nuclear testing in 
Frensh Polynesia poses no dan- 
ger, but ferns were heightened in 
August by a report from Interna- 
tional Physicians for die Preven- 
tion of Nuclear War. It said radia- 
tion from atmosphere tests m the 
Pacific and elsewhere could kffi 
millions of people in coming ecu-. . 
tunes. 

Some islands also are taking 
steps to make sure Western na- 
tions, plagued by toxic-waste 
problems, do not look to the 
Pacific as a d umpin g ground. 

In addition to the common 
problems, many islands have 
troubles at home. 

Crime is so bad in Papoa New 
Guinea that urban - areas are 
under curfew and the prime’ 
minister has suggested tattooing 
the foreheads of omvicted cri- 
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minals. A 2-year-old secessionist 
rebellion on Bougainville bland 
has created political turmoil ami 
hurt the country financially. 

Fiji’s year-old, racially weight- 
ed constitution has been criticised 
internationally. Union strife has 
threatened the sugar harvest for 
two years and created a prot- 
racted gold-mine strike. 

Public employees have been 
Striking in foe Solomon 
and in Vanuatu, Prime Mhristet 
Walter Lim was replaced. 

Australia and New Zealand, 


the regional powers, have severe 
economic problems. 

Also, New Zealand’s refusal to 
admit U.S. -wanhips because they 
would not confirm or day car- 
rying nuclear weapons made it a 
leader in the anti-nuclear move- 
ment, bat fed to isolation from 
the United States. The govern- 
ment is renewing die position. 

Even Nauru, with one of die 
woritTs highest per-capita incom- 
es from rich phosphate dep o sits , 
faces an uncertain future when its 
only export runs oat. 




Former partisan 
confesses to 
45-year-old killing 

ROME < AP) — A framer Com- 
munist partisan has confea 
frittin g a Roman CatboSc 
45 yeara ago — a kitting far 
another partisan fighter — 

10 -year prison term. Plr 

EKo Bevilacqua of Reggio Emi- 
lio, near Bologna, said 
. old William Gaiti has coufefeed 
to the murder of the Rev. Uhber- 
to Pessma on June IB, 1946. The 
prosecutor said Gaiti “era 
ev er yt h i n g" and that there* 
need to bold him pending a 

Pedophiles assist ? 
•in tracking down 
child strangler 

HOORN. Netherlands (AP) — 
Police have asked a pedophffia 
advocacy group to help ttijSm 
track down a killer who strangled 
a young girl to death in foe 
Netherlands’ most shocking 
aime of the summer. Hitchhikers 
found 11-year-old Jessica Laveti’s 
body- along a highway ioO 
kilometres away from herein 
Juty. She was last seen alive fqpr 
days before at a public swimming 
pool in tins seaside town noth of 
Amsterdam with a nrin who 
eyewitnesses said appeared to be 
in his early fifties, accord in g. to 
police spokesman (fens Wecma. 
Mr. Weeda said detectives have 
not established whether JesSfea 
had been sexually molested fir- 
ing the ordeal. But be said foe 
pedophilia groups may help solve 
die murder because they can 
offer “a bit of expertise that we 
don’t have about something that 
exists in this world.. “We draft 
find this unusual at all. In a 
criminal investigation yon haw to 
get as broad a range of informa- 
tion as possible,” Mr. Weeda 


Number of Japanese 
centenarians 
reaches new high 

TOKYO (R) — Japan wiD have a 
record number of 100-year-cjUs 
by tiae end of tins month, foe 
Health and Welfare Ministry mfa 
Tuesday. It estimated there 
would be 3,625 people aged 200 
or-above by the end of Septem- 
ber, an increase of 327 over last 
year. "The number of elderly 
people has been increas i ng every 
year,” a ministry report said. 
Figures show the trend started in 
1970. Accordmg to the 
listing of elderly Japanese issued 
ahead of respect for the aged day 
Sunday, about B0 per cent of 
Japanese centenarians are 
women. Japan’s oldest resident 
for the secoiid consecutive year is 
Waka Shirabama, a 113-year-oW 
lady living in Miyazaki prefec- 
ture, on the southern island Of 
Kyushu. The olden man is Gihei 
Oka, 108, of Tocfaigi prefecture, 
near Tokyo. He is the only nude 
over 107. 

Cobra guards gams 
at exhibition 

COLOMBO (R) — A . 

cobra is guarding the , 

largest sapphire from theft at 
jewellery exhibition in the ! 
Lankan capital, Colombo. 
thought this would be a bed 
security system than anytiu 
else,” a spokesman for the ! 
L a nka Gem Corpo ra tio n si 
Monday. The snake, in a gk 
cage,- is protecting two 
worth 45 mflK fwi rupees 
utiDion) at an international gt 
and jewellery exhibition. T 
stones, winch belong to (be « 
poration and are not for sale, a 
a 393 carat :suu sapphire — - it 
world’s Ingest — and a 103 cw 
star sapphire, foe spokesm 
said. The cobra has been ns 
once before at a similar odd 
tkm in Sweden. 


Bed owned by 
Jagger, 

Wyman fetches . 

$ 24,700 

LONDON (AP) — A I 
ceatmy, carved oak fuur-xx 
bed once owned by Mick Ja 
and then by Bin Wyman d 
Rotting Stones fetched £14 
($24 ,700) at auction. Ta 
gdng to enjoy owning it 
sleeping cm it,” said the hu 
Ray Gaffney of London. Ja 
bought foe bed in foe late 1 
and used it in his country-bc 
<3t ^grove in Berkshire, wber 
w for a time with si] 
Marianne Fafthfol. Wyman, 
Stones’ bass player, bought 
bed from Jagger in foe late IS 

according to Sotheby’s 
«*”*»*- Along with foe I 
Sotheby’s raid Gaffney we 
a photograph of Wyman 
on it. 




